
Mount Vernon Gazette  ❖  August 20-26, 2009  ❖  1www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

August 20, 2009Vol. XX, No. 33 Mount Vernon’s Hometown Newspaper • A Connection Paper

25 Cents

Attention

Postmaster:

Time-sensitive

material.

Requested in home

8/21/09

PRSRT STD

U.S. Postage

PAID

Alexandria, VA

Permit #482

Career Firefighter of the Year

Captain William A. Garrett, station commander, Fire &
Rescue Station 11, Penn Daw, was named 2009 Career
Firefighter of the Year in Fairfax County.
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Garrett is a 4th
generation
descendent from
Gum Springs
community.

Captain William A. Garrett
Station Commander 11, Penn Daw

Age: 39
Education: Graduate, West

Potomac High School; attended
Northern Virginia Community
College; George Mason Univer-
sity, pursuing a Bachelors degree
with a major in Spanish.

Marital Status: Wife:
Lauretta; Children: Joshua,
Whitney

Resident of Centerville

Awards: Mount Vernon-Lee
Chamber of Commerce Company
Officer Award, 2008; Gum Springs
Civic Association “Rising Star”
Award, 2009

Community Volunteer Activ-
ity: Toys for Tots; Fire Department
Safety Program to elementary school
students; mentor program: Gum
Springs Community Center, Graham
Road elementary school, Fort Hunt
elementary school; volunteer coun-
selor, vacation Bible school.

Bio

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

F
riends and colleagues
praised Captain Will-
iam A. Garrett, a 19-
year veteran of the

Fairfax County Fire Depart-
ment, during last week’s awards
ceremony where he was hon-
ored as the county’s Career
Firefighter of the Year.

Garrett’s current assignment
as station commander for Fire
& Rescue Station 11, Penn Daw,
is a position he sought because,
he said, it is one of the largest
and busiest fire stations in the
county and the station’s juris-
diction includes the community
where he grew up and where
his parents and other members
of his family continue to live:
Gum Springs.

In his acceptance speech, he
discussed his community’s
place in American history going back to 1833,
when the Gum Springs land was purchased by
West Ford, a freed slave, who founded and named
the community after the Gum trees which lined
the Little Hunting Creek area and where travelers
would water their horses.

At the ceremony,   senior fire officials came to
the podium to discuss Garrett’s accomplishments,
leadership abilities, dedication to his profession,
energy, and community service.

Garrett L. Dyer, Deputy Fire Chief - A Shift, said,
“Captain Garrett is always prepared”…. “his off
duty efforts in giving back to the community make
him very special” …. “he is a positive influence

on the men around him; an excellent role model.”
Garrett’s longtime personal friend and mentor,

Deputy Fire Chief Duane M. Dodwell, said, “Bill
has always been a dedicated and committed
firefighter, and we are all proud to say that he is
one of us. He is an outstanding mentor and moti-
vator; he is an inspiration to all who come in con-
tact with him.”

Fire Chief Ronald L. Mastin in presenting the
Career Firefighter of the Year Award to Garrett
said, “It is with great pleasure that we honor a
department member whose outstanding service
and selfless dedication are in keeping with the
highest traditions of the Fairfax County Fire and

Rescue Department.”
Garrett’s wife, Fairfax County

Police Officer Lauretta Garrett
said, “He is a wonderful hus-
band, father, and firefighter” …
“He is a strong-minded person
and despite bumps in the road
at times he never loses faith …
he always perseveres even
when he is stretched thin.”

Garrett first met his future
wife in a bank; she had briefly
passed out due to dehydration,

See Garrett,  Page 3

Roaring Thunder
Or Noise Pollution?

No Sovereign Immunity
Civil suit against
Perry need only
prove simple
negligence.

See Immunity,  Page 6

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

F
airfax County District Court
Judge R. Terrence Ney
ruled Aug. 12 that former

Fairfax County Police Officer
Amanda Perry is not entitled to
sovereign immunity under Vir-
ginia law when she stands trial in
the civil suit filed by the family of
the late Ashley McIntosh.

Judge Ney’s ruling means that
the McIntosh family will only be
required to prove simple negli-
gence in the civil suit trial set for
February 2010.

Mother of the late Ashley McIn-
tosh, Cynthia McIntosh-Colasanto
said, “I am very pleased by the
outcome.”

Perry is accused of gross negli-
gence in the $6 million civil suit
by the family of Ashley McIntosh,
a Fairfax County teaching assis-
tant, who was killed on Route 1 in
a fatal crash on Feb. 12, 2008.
Perry traveled through a red light
without her siren on and did not
slow down. The incident took
place at the corner of Boswell Av-
enue and Route 1 while on her
way to a report of a fight between
several people taking place at the
Giant Food store in the Beacon
Mall shopping center.

The McIntosh family asserted
that Perry was grossly negligent in
her duties for the following rea-
sons:

* Perry failed to check her com-
puter screen or to radio the dis-
patcher to verify the nature of the
emergency throughout her ap-
proximately five-mile trip north on
Route 1. Testimony in court by the
dispatcher verified that the emer-
gency assignment had been down-
graded twice in a short period of

Resolution under
consideration
would require
motorcycles to
bear EPA labels.

See Noise,  Page 6

By Michael Lee Pope

Gazette

E
very year, a pack of mo-
torcycle enthusiasts de-
scend on the region for
a motorcycle rally

known as Rolling Thunder for
Memorial Day weekend. They roar
around the capital region as a trib-

ute to American war heroes. But
are their bikes too loud?

After this year’s Roaring Thun-
der, an effort to encourage motor-
cycle enthusiasts to be quieter was
launched from the Sulgrave neigh-
borhood in Mount Vernon. The
endeavor led to a two-page reso-
lution that is now being consid-
ered by the Mount Vernon Coun-
cil of Citizens’ Associations. The
plan was initially considered by
the Environment and Recreation
Committee, and has now been sent
to the Public Safety Committee.

“As it’s currently written, the
resolution is all over the place,”
said Dallas Shawkey, chairman of
the Public Safety Committee. “It’s
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LONG & FOSTER
ALEXANDRIA • MT. VERNON

Your local professionals with a world of experience

Paul Petefish
Branch Manager

5845 Richmond Highway
Alexandria VA 22303

703-960-8900
www.longandfoster.com

Alexandria/South $245,000
SELLER TO PAY 1 YEAR OF CONDO FEES
Montebello - Very well kept by original owner.
Garage space included. One bedroom, one bath,
with enclosed balcony. Newer HVAC, washer
and dryer. Gated community with unbelievable
amenities. Shuttle to Metro.

Joyce Dyer  703-973-8696

Alexandria
$895,000
UNIQUE

OPPORTUNITY
Rare 8,158 square foot
lot in a great Old Town
location. Corner of
Alfred and Princess
Streets,  just one and a
half blocks to
Washington Street and
three blocks to King
Street. CL zoning offers
residential and com-
mercial possibilities—
too many to list here.

Paul 703-960-8900

Princess Street
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8,158 sq. ft.
CL Zoning

Alexandria $314,900
FREE SHUTTLE TO METRO

Spacious one bedroom and den with garage
parking, fireplace and deck. Walk to shops
and park. Owner/Agent.

June Sherwood  703-317-1872

Alexandria $257,000
RESORT AMENITIES,  DOWNTOWN LIVING
Panoramic views from the 15th floor. Stunning sunrises. 1309 sq ft.
of  bright, sun-filled, move-in condition condo with 2BR and 2BA.
Open floor plan w/LR and DR leading to 14 ft. balcony perfect for
entertaining. Assigned garage space. Gated resort-like community
with 24 hr security plus amenities galore incl. indoor/outdoor pools,
fitness center, & free shuttle to Metro.

Walid Ashoor 703-960-8900 x1225

Alexandria
$419,000

WALK TO
METRO

Renovated TH, 3BR
2FB, 2HB with
updated baths, wood
floors, updated eat-
in kitchen, sep. DR,
new windows, car-
pet and paint, fin-
ished LL w/FP and a
walk-out to deck
and hot tub,
reserved parking.
Mins to Old Town,

I495, PTO, Fort Belvoir, Pentagon.

Val Klotz  703-303-9744

Alexandria $160,000
NEW PRICE!

Great opportunity and great price for two
bedroom condo.  Excellent location – easy
access to Van Dorn Metro.  Pool, recreation
center, and tennis courts.

Elfie Biankini  703-593-2634

CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR
JULY TOP PRODUCING AGENTS!

Poole/Braun Team Rich Ragan

Connie AregaElfie Biankini David Olinger

Phyllis Hoag Annandale $529,900
 GREAT VALUE

Lovingly maintained by original owners. Three bed-
room, 3 bath home with private owners’ suite.
Improvements and updates include FR addition with
skylights, hardwood floors in FR and kitchen, updated
appliances. Large wooded lot among $1M homes in con-
venient location makes this home a commuters dream.

Marty Mullen  703-216-0811

Alexandria Old Town
$525,000

OLD TOWN
VILLAGE

2BR, 2.5BA condo with
parking for 2 cars.
Almost 1500 sqft on 2
levels.  Hardwood floors
on main level.  Large
kitchen with breakfast
area.  Separate dining
area. Master bathroom
with soaking tub, glass
enclosed shower & 2
sinks. Walk-in closet.
Professionally installed
closet organizers. Crown

molding.  Fenced patio.  Community pool & fitness center.
Walk to Metro, restaurants & shopping.

Rich Ragan  703-307-5891
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Garrett Named Career Firefighter of the Year

Captain William A. Garrett with wife
Lauretta and children Joshua and Whitney.
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and he attended to her. Sometime later
he came in contact with her again when
she was in her police uniform and he re-
membered the bank incident and recog-
nized her. Thus began their relationship.

Q&A
After the awards ceremony, Garrett re-

turned to duty at Station 11. He discussed
his career, his faith, and his love of the
work that he says “was the work I was
called to do.”

Q: Tell me about your family, where
you grew up, where you attended school?

A: I am the youngest of seven children
raised in the Gum Springs community. My
parents still live there. I attended school
for two years at Fort Hunt High School;
then when it was closed I attended and
graduated from West Potomac High
School. I played varsity basketball at West
Potomac and that experience of being a
part of a team I think had an impact on
my thinking later when I became a vol-
unteer at the local fire station in my com-

munity. I enjoy the friendships one de-
velops as part of a fire and rescue squad.
Our effectiveness and safety is dependent
on the trust and teamwork of the Fire &
Rescue squad you are a part of; just as
the importance of teamwork on a basket-
ball team.

Q: You spoke today at the ceremony
about your faith in God and during your
acceptance speech you recognized in the
audience, Bruce Black, the minister of the
church you and your family attend;
Fairfax Church of Christ. Clearly your
faith is an important part of your personal
life. How does your faith contribute to
your life as a firefighter?

A: I have a strong belief that I became
a firefighter because I was called by God
to this job. Only one brother is involved
as a volunteer firefighter. None of my sis-
ters or anyone else in my immediate fam-
ily is a firefighter; no one pushed me into
this career; however, it seemed even at
an early age I was destined to be a
firefighter. The one person I can point to
that helped me find my way is my dad. I

have always had a good relationship with
him and he was very instrumental in my
breaking away from some bad influences
going on in the neighborhood when I was
a teenager. My first experience with the
fire department was as a volunteer. I truly
believe that I was called by God to be a
firefighter. My faith helps me to inspire
others in our management of emergen-
cies and in our day to day activities at
the Station.

Q: What is the most satisfying thing
about your job?

A: The appreciation of people we help.
Caring for and calming people who are
panicked, injured, or sick. The thank you
I get from those I have helped and know-
ing that I made a positive difference in
their lives.

Q: What are some of your more memo-
rable experiences as a firefighter?

A: I have delivered two babies. Also, I
served on a Task Force that traveled to
Mississippi to help communities devas

Curb Appeal
$7-million renovation of Martha
Washington moving forward.

An architect’s rendering of what the renovated Martha Washington Library will look
like next summer when it opens after a $7 million renovation.
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By Michael Lee Pope

The Gazette

W
hen the Martha
Washington Li-
brary was origi-
nally constructed

in 1969, asbestos was considered
to the best available insulation and
boxy brick structures were consid-
ered to be modern. That was also
a time when libraries served as im-
portant repositories
for the kind of infor-
mation that can now
be easily accessed on
a cell phone. Today
the building is closed
as the library under-
goes a $7-million
renovation, its day-to-
day operation relo-
cated to temporary
space that was once
part of a Krispy
Kreme.

“The role of the li-
brary is certainly
evolving,” said Bar-
bara Rice, director of
the Martha Washington Library.
“People still come in looking for
books, of course. But they also
come in to use the Internet to find
a job.”

The old Martha Washington was

passed its prime. The building
was dated and obscured and all
but invisible from the street. The
structure has numerous code vio-
lations and inefficiencies. Meet-
ing rooms were used for storage,
and employees had to share
desks because space was at a pre-
mium. Access to the Internet was
limited to four computers, and
the overall design of the library
felt outdated and stale.

“It was dark and
enclosed and hid-
den,” said Derek
Norton, an architect
who is leading the
redesign of the
building. “It wasn’t
welcoming at all.”

PLANS FOR
R E N O VA T I N G
Martha Washington
date back almost a
decade. But the
original designs
where shelved when
funding could not be
secured. Renovation

plans were given new life in
2004, when county voters over-
whelmingly supported a bond
referendum to refurbish six
Fairfax County libraries. Since
then, Oakton Library and the

“And when you look at the librar-
ies that are being renovated,
they’re 40 years old or more and
they were just not adequate for the
changing role of the libraries and
the technology that’s needed.”

The $7-million renovation at
Martha Washington will expand
the existing 10,000 square feet to
17,000 square feet, adding several
new rooms for quiet study, group
study and community meetings.
The large meeting room will be
expanded from a capacity of 50 to

75, and the number of available
computers with access to the
Internet will increase from four to
24. Part of the building will be
dedicated as a children’s area, and
staff members will no longer have
to share desks and computers.

“This library is an important part
of our community, especially dur-
ing difficult economic times,” said
Mount Vernon District Supervisor
Gerald Hyland. “And when you
have a project with bonded fund

Burke Center Library have already
completed restoration. Mean-
while, Martha Washington is one
of four that are still undergoing
massive renovation despite the
fact that the county is facing a
$315-million shortfall next year.

“When you have a downturn, li-
braries become more important
because people use them to find
resources for search for jobs or
information,” said Susan
Thorniley, vice chairwoman of the
Fairfax County Board of Trustees.

“When this
library is
done, it will
be the gem
of the
community.”

— Barbara Rice,
director, Martha

Washington
Library

See Library,  Page 7

See Garrett,  Page 7
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Door-to-door Shuttle Service Available to Cruise Terminal
in Baltimore for $85 per person roundtrip.
Government taxes and fees additional. Restrictions apply.

Sail directly from Baltimore to the Caribbean, Bermuda,
or to the historic seaports of New England and Canada
aboard...

For more information:
www.RexReiley.com

Each Office Independently Owned and Operated

Rex Reiley
RE/MAX Allegiance

703-768-7730
rex.reiley@rmxtalk.com

which can be finished off or left as a workshop/storage area.  Just
down the street from Ft. Hunt Elem.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir &
Huntington Metro.

Alex./Stratford $559,900
 8716 Linton Lane

Lovely 4BR, 2.5 BA Colonial w/brick
front & carport. Very competitively
priced in mid 500s. This is not a
short sale or bank owned.  Family
room w/fireplace off the kitchen.
Hardwood floors on the main & upper
levels w/partial, unfinished basement

is.  3 minutes to Ft. Belvoir, 15 minutes to Metro and Old Town,
Alex.  Short Sale, subject to third party approval.

Alex/Woodlawn Terrace
$239,900

8214 Ackley Street
Charming Cape Cod on a large,
fenced .25 acre lot.  Beautifully
updated kitchen and baths.  Nice
addition with family room and work-
shop.  Shows very well. Sold as

Alex./Mount Vernon $529,900
9326 Craig Avenue

Large brick 5 BR, 3 BA split w/2-car
garage on a .4 acre lot in lovely Mt.
Vernon area w/lots of trees.  2 fire-
places, energy efficient replacement
windows, beautiful refinished hdwd
floors on main level, new carpeting,
landscaped fenced rear lot w/huge

deck off sunroom addition, freshly painted interior & exterior.
Superbly priced so renovate kitchen/baths to your desire. Easy
commute to Ft. Belvoir, Alex, Old Town, D.C./Pentagon.

Alex./Mount Vernon $619,900
9005 Nomini Lane

Large, stately Colonial w/2-car garage
on quiet cul-de-sac. Beautifully updated
kitchen opens to breakfast area & family
room w/fireplace. Gorgeous hdwd
flrs.Huge bedrooms. Spacious master
bedroom w/lg dressing area & walk-in

closet. Private, landscaped backyard w/new exquisite patio-great for enter-
taining. Unfinished basement offers ample storage. Scenic commute along
G.W. Parkway—Ft. Belvoir, Old Town, Ntl. Airport, D.C. & Pentagon.

Alex/Mt. Vernon $949,900
9428 Mount Vernon Circle

Spectacular all brick Colonial on a quiet
cul-de-sac in prestigious water front com-
munity Mt. Vernon on the Potomac. Main
Level: Den/Study, LR, DR, totally reno-
vated Kitchen (granite, top of line appli-
ances, ceramic tile flr), Breakfast rm &
sun rm.  4 spacious bedrooms & large

unfin basement w/side entrance.  Beautiful in-ground pool w/separate heated
Jacuzzi.  Superb landscaping.  Access to dock & private slip-boaters haven!
5 min to Ft. Belvoir, 15 min to Old Town, 25 min to Ntl Airport.

hdwd floors on main level & new ceramic tile floor & carpet in lower lvl. Freshly
painted interior& exterior. This is a finely polished pearl! 5 minutes to Ft.
Belvoir, 15 minutes to Alex, 25-30 minutes to Nat’l Airport, Pentagon or D.C.

Alex/Mount Vernon  $539,900
9413 Forest Haven

Lovely, renovated, 4BR, 3BA Rambler on a
huge .59 acre private & wooded lot.
Prestigious Yacht Haven Estates is a pre-
miere waterfront community w/one of the
finest marinas in N. VA.  3000 sq.ft. ram-
bler w/updated kitchen & baths, refinished
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Alex/Wessynton  $795,000
3406 Wessynton Way

Large Beautiful 5BR, 3BA Contemporary
Colonial on a spectacular .6 acre wooded
lot.  3 finished lvls, numerous upgrades
including a completely renovated kit &
master bath.  Bedroom & full remodeled
bath on mn lvl along with a wall of win-
dows overlooking a large koi pond &

beautiful in-ground pool.  One of Wessynton’s most unique & treasured
properties. Community pool, tennis court & hiking trail.  A boat launch
which allows easy access to the Potomac River.  Minutes to Ft. Belvoir, Old
Town, Huntington Metro, National Airport, Pentagon or D.C. 
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News

T
he criminal charges
against a former youth
sports coach are moving

forward in the legal system. He is
John E. Hamilton of 14120
Gabrielle Way in Centreville’s Cen-
tre Ridge community.

On May 22, Fairfax County po-
lice charged him with one count
of aggravated sexual battery and
three counts of taking indecent lib-
erties with a child by a person in a
custodial or supervisory relation-
ship. The complainant was a boy
Hamilton coached in 1997, in the
Fort Hunt Youth Athletic Associa-
tion, when the boy was 12.

And on June 5, police charged
Hamilton with two counts of sod-
omy after two other people, one
now 19, the other, 28, alleged that
Hamilton sexually assaulted them
when they were younger, lived in
Mount Vernon’s Hollin Hall area and
were coached by Hamilton. On Fri-
day, July 24, in Juvenile and Domes-
tic Relations Court, all six charges
against him were certified to the
grand jury for possible indictment.

Sex Charges
Go to
Grand Jury
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News

Sovereign Immunity Rejected
From Page 1

time and that there was no longer an
emergency situation but Perry failed to
check on the status of the emergency
assignment. Furthermore, the McIntosh
attorneys questioned whether the initial
assignment from the dispatcher required
an emergency response. They pointed
out that there was no indication that
there was a threat to someone’s life that
would have warranted traveling at a high
speed going through a red light.

* Perry did not follow the police acad-
emy training manual or standard oper-
ating procedures when responding to an
emergency call. Emergency operating
procedures required her to use her emer-
gency equipment at all times (flashing
lights, siren), and to slow down when
entering an intersection if the light is red.
Police cruiser film and computer data
presented at the trial demonstrated that
she did not.

Perry’s defense, presented by her at-
torney, David Fadula, primarily revolved
around the police department’s emer-
gency response “general orders” lan-
guage authorizing a police officer to use
discretion “when reasonably necessary”
to turn off emergency equipment if the
officer, in his/her discretion, determined
that there was a need to turn off the
equipment in order to fulfill the assign-
ment. Perry’s attorney repeatedly in-
voked this language when defending her
decision to turn on and then off the emer-

gency equipment (siren) prior to and
when she drove through the Boswell Av-
enue and Route 1 intersection.

Perry testified that she believed she
was on a category 2 emergency call. She
admitted that she used the emergency
equipment only intermittently in order
to get by cars impeding her ability to
quickly get to her assigned destination
on Route 1.

In her testimony she characterized her
use of emergency procedures as “hybrid”
emergency operating procedures. The
police academy training officer, Thomas
Beckman, was asked by the Mcintosh
lead attorney, Tom Curcio, if he was fa-
miliar with the term “hybrid” emergency
operating procedures. Beckman re-
sponded that he had never heard of the
term. At the conclusion of Beckman’s tes-
timony Judge Ney asked Beckman to re-
state to the court if the police
department’s “General Orders” (operat-
ing procedures) required police officers
to use their emergency equipment at all
times. Beckman, repeating his earlier tes-
timony, said yes, at all times. He further
elaborated by saying police operating
procedures require a police officer to im-
mediately discontinue their pursuit of an
emergency response call if they are un-
able to keep their emergency equipment
on at all times. He mentioned this in re-
sponse to Perry’s testimony that she was
unable to turn on her siren before the
crash occurred.

Acting on Motorcycle Noise
got to be more pointed.”
The draft resolution begins by claiming

that “most owners of street motorcycles in-
stall illegal exhaust systems” that produce
10 to 100 times noise emissions allowed by
federal, state and local regulations. Aside
from being illegal, the resolution says, the
modifications also produce hydrocarbon air
pollution. The document also points to a
number of “negative health effects” from
chronic exposure to noise, including hear-
ing damage, increased stress, cardiovascu-
lar disease, decreased rates of learning, lack
of sleep and a general decrease of well-be-
ing.

“Certain segments of the population are
particularly sensitive to this illegal and in-
trusive noise, including but not limited to
children with autism, veterans with post-
traumatic stress disorders, young children
and people who work at night and sleep
during the day,” the resolution says.

The resolution concludes by urging the
Fairfax County Board of Supervisors to
change the current county ordinance to re-
quire motorcycles to use exhaust-system
labeling issued by the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. The document also asks the
supervisors to impose a fine structure simi-
lar to one operational in Boston, where vio-
lators are fined $300 for each offense. The
resolution also asks for the superintendent

From Page 1 of the George Washington Parkway and the
commander of the Fort Belvoir base to re-
quire EPA labeling on motorcycles.

“I think this is foolish,” said Duane Dreer,
salesman at Cycle Sports on Richmond
Highway. “Most of the people who drive
motorcycles think loud pipes save lives be-
cause you know its presence is there.”

Dreer said most motorcycles come from
the factory as quiet as a typical car, but the
vast majority of motorcycle riders prefer
their bikes to be much louder. So they are
almost always modified in some way, such
as swapping mufflers to install a slip-on
exhaust. These devices provide a wide range
of options, making the bikes anywhere from
10 times noisier to 100 times as loud.

“Sure there’s always somebody who’s go-
ing to take it too far,” said Dreer. “But I think
we’ve got bigger things to worry about than
this.” Part of the resolution is aimed at the
Fairfax County Police Department, which
would presumably be held responsible for
enforcing the requirement for EPA labeling.
The draft resolution accuses police officers
of personally owning illegally equipped
motorcycles. It also suggests that the offi-
cial motorcycles used by police officers on
duty are too loud.

“To my knowledge, there are no county
motorcycles operating with any illegal
equipment,” responded Fairfax County Po-
lice Department spokesman Don Godhardt.

Working on Land Use
Committee to present
analysis of public
comments on
APR nominations.

Get Involved
Mt. Vernon citizens may comment on pro-

posed Area Plan Review (APR) nominations
— changes — to the county government’s
Comprehensive Plan by attending a Special
Committee on Strategic Planning (SCSP)
meeting, Saturday, Aug. 22, in the Mount
Vernon High School theater auditorium,
8:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

See www.mvcca.org/strategic.htm.

Key Players
Key organizations impacting land use

planning and zoning in Mt. Vernon include:
❖ Mt. Vernon Council of Citizens Associa-

tions (MVCCA)
❖ Mt Vernon – Lee Chamber of Commerce
❖ Southeast Fairfax Development Corpo-

ration
❖ South County Federation of Citizens As-

sociations

Land Use
Revisions

Here is a chronology of upcoming
events for Mt. Vernon citizens’ public
input and information about the Area
Plan Review (APR) nomination pro-
cess to revise the Comprehensive Plan.

❖ Aug. 22: Mt. Vernon High School
Auditorium, 8:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
MVCCA follow-up review of previ-
ously submitted APR nominations;
opportunity for public review, com-
ment, and additional nominations

❖ Aug. 24: Mt. Vernon Governmen-
tal Center: Strategic Planning
Committee meeting to review and
analyze public input.

❖ Aug. 31: Mt.Vernon Governmen-
tal Center: Strategic Planning
Committee meeting to formulate rec-
ommendations to the MVCCA.

❖ Sept. 7: Mt. Vernon Governmen-
tal Center: MVCCA Board review of
APR nominations.

❖ Sept. 10: Whitman Middle School
Auditorium: MVCCA presidents’ vote
on APR nominations.

❖ Sept. 16: MVCCA submits ap-
proved APR nominations to the
county Department of Planning &
Zoning.

❖ October – December: P & Z staff
screening and analysis.

❖ January 2009 – May 2010: P & Z
Task Force formulation of staff reports
submitted to Planning Commission.

❖ June 2010: Planning Commission
public hearings; submission of recom-
mendations to the Board of
Supervisors

❖ July 2010: Board of Supervisors
public hearings; mark-up; vote on re-
visions to the Comprehensive Plan

Sources: Department of Planning &
Zoning, Fairfax County Government;
MVCCA Special Committee on Strate-
gic Planning

By Gerald A. Fill

The Gazette

U
nder the leadership of Kahan
Dhillon, Jr., a Special Commit-
tee on Strategic Planning estab-
lished by the Mount Vernon

Council of Citizens Associations (MVCCA)
has for the first time in recent memory con-
ducted a workshop to perform land use
planning, analysis, and draft a set of Area
Plan Review nominations.

The APR nomination process enables citi-
zens to comment on possible changes to the
county’s Comprehensive Plan. By law the
Comprehensive Plan must go through a
public review process at least once every
five years. The Comprehensive Plan is the
county’s vision for where and what type of
residential, commercial, retail, industrial,
office, mixed use development shall take
place. Changes in the Comprehensive Plan
require a vote by the Board of Supervisors.

The committee is now analyzing the re-
sults of the workshop and preparing to
present the results for public review and
comment Aug. 22 prior to submitting the
committee’s APR nominations to the
MVCCA for its approval on Sept. 10.

According to Dhillon, the work by his
committee has already accomplished in sev-
eral months what normally takes approxi-
mately two years to complete — namely a
transparent, organized area plan review,
convening a public workshop to gather
ideas and suggestions from the public, and
planning the rest of the public input and
analytical process.

The committee has developed an educa-
tional video entitled “Planning 101” which
is available to the public through the
MVCCA Web site: www.mvcca.org/strategy.

Dhillon pointed out that there are now
approximately seven APR nominations un-
der active consideration by his committee
which would, if approved by the MVCCA,
the Planning Commission, and the Board
of Supervisors, would have a long term —
5-10 years — effect on zoning and devel-
opment in the Route 1 corridor. The APR
nomination review process is still open and
the committee will consider public com-
ments on the nominations at the Aug. 22

 meeting at Mt. Vernon High School. The
Strategy Committee will make a formal pre-

sentation of the pending nominations at the
meeting. A partial list of the sites to be pre-
sented include: North Gateway site: Route
1 immediately south of the 495 overpass;
both the east and west side of Route 1; Kings
Crossing and Route 1 site which is being
considered for development by Walmart;
and Smitty’s Lumbertaria site on Route 1.
Each of these properties’ consolidated par-
cels under review is 10 acres or more in
size.
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tated by Hurricane Katrina. But
all of my work is important.

Q: What does receiving this
award mean for you personally?

A: This is the highest award that
a career firefighter can receive. In
a larger sense it validates me in the
eyes of my peers. I feel I am now
fully a part of the spirit and tradi-
tions of the firefighting profession.
I am humbled and honored by it.

Also, I have always looked at
myself as an extension of the Gum
Springs community. My receiving
this award sends a signal to those
in my community and to everyone
that if you have faith and work
hard you can realize your personal
and professional goals.

Q: So what is in your future?
What are your plans?

A: I am very happy profession-
ally in what I am doing now as
Station 11 Commander. I have
been attending night school at

News

From Page 3

Honoring Garrett

George Mason University and will
soon receive a bachelor’s degree
with a major in Spanish. Also, I
have two wonderful children
(Joshua, Whitney) and my beau-
tiful wife Lauretta to enjoy and
care for; and I look forward to con-
tinuing my church and community
volunteer work. My attitude is to
live every day to the fullest, be
thankful for the opportunities af-
forded me, and to be thankful for
the blessings of God. As for my
future professional plans I will
leave it up to my superiors to de-
termine whether or not they feel I
am worthy of greater responsibili-
ties in the department.

By the Numbers
There are 1,400 firefighters in

the Fairfax County Fire & Rescue
Department. Station 11, Penn
Daw, where Captain William
Garrett is the station commander,
has 60 firefighters on duty. Five
are women. The station operates
three shifts and is on call 24 hours
a day, 7 days a week.

Library Renovation
From Page 3

ing, the last thing you want to
do is stop what you’re already
started.”

ALEXANDRIA-BASED Ritter Ar-
chitects designed the renovation,
which encloses the existing brick
exterior in several volumes of glass
and steel. The old masonry will be
used for a meeting room, but ele-
ments of steel will be worked into
the design. A new reading area
and stacks of books will be en-
closed in a wall of glass. A serpen-
tine wall of corrugated metal will
lead visitors from the front door
through the building.

“One of the problems before was
that you hardly even noticed the
building from the street,” said
Norton, who lives in the nearby
Hollin Hills neighborhood. “When

you drive by, you’ll be able to see
into the building and through the
building.”

During the renovation, a tempo-
rary outpost has been set up at
6328 Richmond Highway. Opera-
tions there are restricted by space,
although it hosts a book club and
a preschool group. Patrons can
find about one-third of the collec-
tion there, with library officials
carefully selecting titles they think
will be in high demand. William
Shakespeare’s “Romeo and Juliet”
is there, but “The Tempest” is not.
Danielle Steele is on the shelves,
but not Thomas Pynchon is in stor-
age.

“We had to use our instincts as
to what would be popular,” said
Rice. “When this library is done,
it will be the gem of the commu-
nity.”

A 27-year-old man died in a
single-vehicle crash on Sunday,
Aug. 9. Police were called to the
area of Sherwood Hall Lane and
Evening Lane around 7:30 a.m.
They located a 2003 Ford Ex-
plorer and its sole occupant on
the side of the road.

An investigation determined
the driver, Travis L. Harris, was
driving west on Sherwood Hall
Lane when he drifted toward
the shoulder and jumped the
curb. His SUV left the road and

struck a tree. Harris was trans-
ported to Inova Mount Vernon
Hospital; he died a short time
later. Alcohol was not a factor
in the crash.

Anyone with information is
asked to contact Crime Solvers
by phone at 1-866-411-TIPS/
8477, e-mail at
www.fairfaxcrimesolvers.org
or text “TIP187” plus a mes-
sage to CRIMES/274637 or call
Fairfax County Police at 703-
691-2131.

Fatal Crash on Sherwood Hall Lane
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Opinion

W
hile private options of this ame-
nity are plentiful, they are so
expensive that they are out of
reach for many even in our af-

fluent area.
So government has jumped in to offer the

opportunity at greatly reduced prices, making
it available to almost everyone. It’s not clear
what the impact of the public option
has been on the private businesses in-
volved.

We’re talking, of course, about golf
courses.

Joining a private country club can cost tens
of thousands of dollars in original membership
fees, plus thousands in annual fees.

But around Northern Virginia, there are
many public options for golf, some nationally
acclaimed, where one can swing the clubs
around 18 holes for under $30.

Offering access to recreational facilities at
cost well below private options is a common
activity for local governments. Water parks,
indoor and outdoor pools, indoor and outdoor

tennis are all available in our area at reduced
prices via government involvement. Recreation
centers provide an affordable alternative to
health clubs.

Localities offer summer day camps of many
varieties, all at a fraction of the cost of private
camps.

Public colleges and universities offer lower
cost tuition than private colleges and
universities.

Publicly owned historic sites and
park facilities compete with

restaurants and banquet halls to host wed-
dings and other events.

Do these public options hold down the prices
at private camps, private colleges, private coun-
try clubs? That’s unknown, but what we do
know is that the public options make many
things affordable and accessible to people who
would not be able to afford them otherwise.

Meanwhile people continue to pay a pre-
mium for the amenities, services and added
value and availability of the private options,
keeping those businesses in business.

Governments are also offering a private op-
tion for many things that previously have been
strictly free public goods. One example is roads.

A private company is widening the Beltway,
495, from the Virginia side of American Le-
gion Bridge to the Springfield Mixing Bowl.
When it’s finished, drivers will have the op-
tion to pay a significant toll to the company to
ride in the “High Occupancy Toll” lanes to avoid
the crowded but free lanes. Vehicles with at
least three occupants will be able to ride in
the new lanes for free.

— Mary Kimm,

mkimm@connectionnewspapers.com

Government jumps into business
for a variety of reasons.Public Options

Editorial

Scary Aspects
To Health
Reform
To the Editor:

Disturbing provisions of a pos-
sible government run health care
system being considered by Con-
gress prompted me to write this
letter. I wonder what would have
happened to me with my recent
medical problem if the govern-
ment run system was law and I
couldn’t deal directly with my doc-
tors.

In mid-June 2009, my gall blad-
der was removed because it was
affecting my digestive system and
pancreas, a vital organ for life. I
first went to the hospital emer-
gency room (ER) with severe un-
bearable stomach pains. After do-
ing some tests, the ER doctor sus-
pected it was my gall bladder. I
was admitted to the hospital for
two days for monitoring of my in-
flamed pancreas and treatment.

My primary specialist doctor or-
dered several tests that confirmed
the ER diagnosis and my gall blad-
der had to be removed. All the
tests and treatment occurred over
a six week period during which
time I lost 20 pounds from 180 to
160. I feel good since my opera-
tion and have gained 10 pounds.

Would a government run health
system allowed me, a senior citi-
zen, to see a doctor and have all
the necessary tests and surgery?
Would my age and cost be a de

Letters

Local ‘Public Options’
For public recreational opportunities, see:

❖ Northern Virginia Park Authority, http://
www.nvrpa.org/

❖ Fairfax County Park Authority, http://
www.fairfaxcounty.gov/parks/
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By A. L. Williams

The Gazette

A
s summer comes to a close, stores have be-
gun to advertise back-to-school sales; stu-
dents are anticipating their course-load and

new set of teachers, and preparing to get back into
the routine of the school year. The anticipation of
the new year brings a mixture of excitement, and
questions about what will be in store for the upcom-
ing year.

Starting the year with a clean slate, it would be
nice to experience it mistake-free; chances are that
won’t happen. “Evidence is now strong that the
brain does not mature until the early 20’s and that
is relevant because these parts govern impulsivity,
judgment, planning for the future and foresight of
consequences,” said Dr. Ruben Gur, neurophysiolo-

gist and director of the Brain Be-
havior Lab at the University of
Pennsylvania. Some of the mistakes
we make are bigger than others,
and can have a negative impact on

an aspect of our lives, while others are minor and
insignificant. Regardless, as the saying goes, we can
always learn from our mistakes. Sometimes how-
ever, it would be nice not to have to make each and
every blunder to get the message. Being a teenager
and going through high school is a prime time to
slip up, but it is also one of the most exciting times
of young-adulthood — something you would not
want to miss because you were too busy worrying
about the unknown.

Alfonso Smith, Mount Vernon High School coun-
selor, said that the most common mistake he real-
izes among high school students is “students who go
through four years and blow off the first two. They
just go through the motions and then come junior or
senior year, they realize that all four years really are
important — including the two they neglected. Ev-
ery year counts.”

For rising-freshman and rising-seniors and every-
one in between, a little help is always useful (though

we as teenagers are not the quickest to ask). The
following testimonials from 2009 graduates who are
leaving the community to go off to college, give some
insight into the reality of the high-school experience
and share some life lessons. Everyone has different
experiences and therefore has something unique to
share.

So at the end of the summer when you are send-
ing off and wishing luck to your 2009 graduates, take
away a lesson they learned:

“They say the years spent in high school are the
best you’ll have. Believe me, you won’t agree. High
school is the training ground for college, which is
training for the rest of your life. There will be all-
nighters, and tests you don’t study for, teachers with
crazy demands, and drama, lots of drama. But you
will survive. And now looking back it’s not the ex-
haustion and stress that I remember most. It’s the
friends I’ve made and the crazy things we did. The
teachers who pushed me and inspired me have made
me into a stronger person than I ever thought I could
be. My advice is to do as much as you can. Take
courses you are interested in, join sports, balance
the hard work you do in the classroom with experi-
ence. Classroom learning will only get you so far.
Freshmen, ignore the drama. It doesn’t really mat-
ter. Seniors, savor every moment because even now
with the ink still fresh on my diploma I find it hard
to believe my life could possibly be any better than
the four years I spent in high school.”

— Kim Crawford,

Radford University ‘13

“You’re only given one shot at living the high school
experience. While I was at West Potomac High
School, I had great teachers, coaches and classmates.
Some of my fondest memories were on the football,
swim and crew teams. Participating in these sports
brought me to exciting events like the Stotesbury Cup
Regatta in Philadelphia, Penn., Crew nationals in Oak

From Recent Graduates, Some Advice

One Teen’s

Voice
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Lois M. Delaney, CRB, CRS
Montebello Marketing, Incorporated

www.montebellomarketing.com
703-548-5958 or 800-446-4187

Condo Living
Surrounded by

Your Own
Private Forest

The privacy of trees, lush vegeta-
tion, deer, fox and birds, and the
maintenance-free life of a condo
sans neighbors! The only sound
from above may be raindrops on
the nine-foot ceiling’s skylights. 2
BR 2 BA with parking spaces
nicely situated near hiking trails
and picnic areas of the 30+ acres,
gated compound – Montebello $390,000 $390,000

Far Away Places
is what you see
from this 16th

floor jewel
Three bedrooms, three baths
and over 2100 square feet of
space in which to roam. Rare
find, plus Montebello’s ameni-
ties with indoor/outdoor pools,
tennis bowling, restaurant,
shuttle to Metro and more...
$639,500. (Units may be sold
separately. Call for pricing.)

Obituary

Dorothy Breuninger
Grigsby Winters

A witness to President Franklin Delano
Roosevelt’s “Day of Infamy” speech before
a joint session of Congress on Monday, De-
cember 8, 1941, has died.

 Dorothy Grigsby Winters was a 21-year
old secretary for an Illinois congressman the
day she found a seat in the Visitors’ Gallery
of the Capitol Building to hear FDR’s decla-
ration of war on Japan at the conclusion of
his momentous address to the nation.

 Her fiancée, 23-year-old Leigh “Early”
Cosart Winters, a 1940 U.S. Naval Academy
graduate, was a gunnery officer aboard the
carrier USS Enterprise, based in Pearl Har-
bor. That day, and for several weeks after,
she did not know if he was alive or dead.

 The Enterprise, which was 90 miles from
the port when the Japanese attack began,
remained at sea for several days.

As the war raged on, she often saw the
President, walking with the aid of hand
crutches, as he visited congressional offices.
“Everyone knew he was crippled,” she said.
“There was no need to talk about it.” Wash-
ington was a small, cozy town then. What
happened there, stayed there. Photos
stamped “top secret” were often delivered
to her boss from various government agen-
cies during the war. She viewed the graphic
images of victims of the Nazi concentration
camps years before they were released to
the public.

She died in her sleep Friday, Aug. 7, 2009.
Mrs. Winters was 89 years old. Arrange-
ments are being made for a gravesite cer-
emony in Arlington National Cemetery at
10 a.m., Tuesday, Sept. 8, 2009. A recep-
tion to honor her memory will be held Mon-
day, Sept. 7, 2009, at the Everly-Wheatley
Funeral Home, 1500 West Braddock Road,
Alexandria, 703-998-9200
www.everlyfuneralhomes.com.

In lieu of flowers, the family suggests me-
morial contributions be made in Mrs. Win-
ters name to the Leigh “Early” Winters, Class
of 1940 Scholarship Fund, U.S. Naval Acad-
emy Alumni Association, USNAF Gift Pro-
cessing, 291 Wood Road, Annapolis, MD
21402, with checks made payable to U.S.
Naval Academy Foundation.

Mrs. Winters’ late December birth at a
hospital across the street from her grand-
parents’ Capitol Hill house disrupted a game
of bridge her mother, Dorothy Breuninger
Grigsby, and father, Walter Grigsby, were
playing at the home with another couple.

An only child, she was raised in Brooklyn
while her father worked as an engineer on
the Holland Tunnel, connecting lower Man-
hattan to New Jersey.  He was later involved
in the design of early refrigerated display
units for commercial businesses. She gradu-
ated six months early from Erasmus Hall
High School, near Prospect Park. Her father
died suddenly of pneumonia in 1936, sev-
eral days after staging an elaborate Sweet
16 party for his daughter at his Army Re-
serve Unit’s armory. His passing in the midst

of the Great Depression forced
his widow and daughter to re-
turn to Washington, to live
with his in-laws. While her
mother trained for a job with
an IRS office at 14th Street
and Pennsylvania Avenue,
Mrs. Winters abandoned plans
to attend Katherine Gibbs
School for Secretaries in New
York. She attended the Wash-
ington School for Secretaries,
instead. Until her later years,
she continued to take notes in
stenography.

 She loved working on Capi-
tol Hill. She was paid a salary of $100 a
month and worked in the only building in
Washington that had air-conditioning.

 Mrs. Winters was employed first by
Harold K. Claypool (D-Ohio), who served
in the U.S. House of Representatives from
Jan. 3, 1937 to Jan. 3, 1943. Her next em-
ployer was Frank Leander “Sunny”
Sundstrom (R-New Jersey), who served as
a congressman from Jan. 3, 1943 until Jan.
3, 1949. She left his employ shortly after
her husband returned from the war.

 With her tall, slim figure and a face that
resembled Disney’s Snow White, Mrs. Win-
ters was graced with head-turning looks but
was dissuaded from modeling by her dis-
approving, very Victorian mother. She did
not go unnoticed among the nation’s law-
makers. Mrs. Winters was voted “Prettiest
Secretary on the Hill” by the congressmen.

She met her future husband
when he cut in on her at a dance
at the Naval Academy. Though
she spotted him at subsequent
events, he did not recognize her
until she wore the same dress a
second time. When he decided to
ask her to marry him, he picked
the wrong spot to do it — the An-
napolis Fish Market, now the
Market Place building.

“Will you wear my ring,” he
asked, pushing a class miniature
on her finger, “so I can get the
other girls off my back?”

She looked at it. “It doesn’t fit,”
she said, handing it back.

At the Ring Dance a few weeks later, he
convinced her that he was serious.

He married her Aug. 29, 1942, during one
of his wartime leaves, giving her only nine
days notice to pull a wedding party together.
He was late getting to the church — and
she refused to go until word came that he
had finally arrived at the altar.

The couple was married 54 years. Cdr.
Leigh Winters died Jan. 12, 1997.

During his military career, the Navy trans-
ferred the couple to Newport News, Va.;
Northern Virginia; San Diego, Calif.; Port
Au Prince, Haiti; and Istanbul, Turkey. Mrs.
Winters served the role of “Navy wife,” host-
ing social functions for military officers, dip-
lomats, foreign dignitaries and the occa-
sional Soviet spy during the family’s stays

Dorothy B. Grigsby
Winters in 1983.

See Winters,  Page 17

Now!
Thousands
of pictures
of sports,
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events
and more—
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Arts ❖ Entertainment ❖ Leisure

Gadsby’s Tavern Museum on North Royal
Street was transported back to the 1790s
last Saturday, Aug. 15 with the Jane Austen
Ball. With live music, people dressed in pe-
riod attire and danced the same English
Country dances that were popular way back
then. In the late 18th and early 19th centu-

Mack Gross, Paul and Lorianne Nelson-Carter and Diane Dukta.

Photos by Louise Krafft/Gazette

George Kitchen leads Cathleen Zaret and Elizabeth and Eleanor Fulham
in a right-handed star.

Jane Peese greets her partner on
the dance floor in Gadsby’s Ball-
room.

Jane Austen Ball
Held at Gadsby’s
Tavern Museum

Lynn McAleer, Marilyn Court and
Nancy Hadley.Teresa Kitchen

See Calendar,  Page 15

Calendar

E-mail announcements to the Gazette,
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com. Photos and art-
work are encouraged. Deadline is Thursday at noon for
the following week’s paper. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

THROUGH AUG. 23
Bel Cantanti Opera Summer Music Festival.

Two-week program for young professionals.  Held
in  Westminster Presbyterian Church in
Alexandria. The festival will end with two
performances of Donizetti’s L’Elisir d’Amore and a
performance of selected opera scenes and arias.
Contact auditions@belcantanti.com to schedule an
audition and reserve an audition slot. Call 301-
266-7546.

THURSDAY/AUG. 20
Polka, Polka, Polka. 6:30 p.m. Free. Concert under

the stars. At the Paul Spring Retirement
Community, 7116 Fort Hunt Road, Alexandria.
Call 703-768-0234.

Papermaking. 7-8:30 p.m.  Do-it-yourself recycling!
An evening for adults to learn how to recycle
paper into pulp and create new sheets. Handmade
paper makes beautiful cards, books and collages.
Visit www.artatthecenter.org for details.

The Reverie Jazz Trio. 7-9 p.m. Will perform early
jazz standards and forgotten favorites in a style
reminiscent of a bygone era. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, part of the Thursday Nite Local
Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St., Alexandria.
Call 703-838-4565 or go to
www.torpedofactory.org.

AUG. 20-22
“Vanities” by Jack Heifner. At 8 p.m. A comedy

directed by Herb Tax. From high school
cheerleaders to independent women, follow Mary,
Joanne, and Kathy through high school, college
and into the “real” world ... and laugh yourself
silly in the process!  Featuring Natalie Christina
(Mary), Carla Francischetti (Joanne),  and Pamela
Sabella (Kathy). At The Lyceum in Old Town
Alexandria, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.
$15/general admission; $10/seniors, students,
retired or active military. Call 703-615-6626,
www.zemfirastage.com.

FRIDAY/AUG. 21
 Great Waves Aloha Day. 3-8 p.m. Come celebrate

the 50th anniversary of Hawaii becoming a state at
Great Waves Aloha Day at Cameron Run Regional
Park in Alexandria with discounted admission. The
event also includes a free lei for the first 200
guests and a free gift for the first 100 kids. Visit
www.nvrpa.org or call 703-960-0767.

Civil Rights Sit-In. 10 a.m. Students from Samuel
W. Tucker Elementary School will participate in
the 70th anniversary of the Civil Rights Sit-In at the
Alexandria Library, Barrett Branch, 717 Queen St.,
Alexandria. The day was Aug. 21, 1939. Call 703-
519-3498.

City of Fairfax’s Saxophone Quartet. 7:30 p.m.
At Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon Memorial
Hwy., Alexandria.

SATURDAY/AUG. 22
Kayak Trip — Historic Alexandria Waterfront.

8-11 a.m. Hosted by NVTC. Tour meets at Belle
Haven Marina. Wear clothes and shoes that can
get wet. For reservations, write to kayak@nvct.org
or call 703-354-5093 x26.  Seats are only reserved
upon confirmation from NVCT. Cost $30/person.

Adult Chorus Auditions. 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. With
the Alexandria Choral Society for August 2009,
under new Artistic Director, Brian Gendron. All
dates by appointment only.  For details and/or to
schedule, email:
AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com.

A Dog’s Life Storytime. Ages 3 and up. 11:30 am.
Sit and stay in our storytime corner as we read and
sing all about our favorite animal pals. Free.
Hooray for Books! Children’s Bookstore, 1555 King
St., Alexandria. Call 703-548-4092.

AUG. 22-23
Summer Dance Concert. CCP, a modern dance

company based in Alexandria, will be staging a
Summer Dance Concert, “dance4spaces,”
Saturday, Aug. 22 at 8 p.m., Sunday, Aug. 23 at 7
p.m. Choreography is by Danielle Greene, Alicia
Luchowski, Mary Jo Smet and Janet Stormes. At
Dance Place, 3225 8th Street NE, Washington,
D.C. Call 202-269-1600.

SUNDAY/AUG. 23
Cambodian Community Day Festival. Noon-6

p.m. Celebrate Cambodian culture with
entertainment by the Cambodian Mohoree Music
Ensemble; classical and folk dances; and live band
music and social dances. Exhibits include a
showcase of the Angkor Wat Replica, and the
Pailin and Tonle Sap regions. Family activities
include folk games for children and adults, sports,
and vendors offering traditional Cambodian and
Asian food and beverages. At Ben Brenman Park,
4800 Ben Brenman Park Drive, Alexandria.
Admission is free. Contact 571-218-9513.

Artist Trading Cards Swap. 2-4 p.m. Free. ATCs
are 2.5" by 3.5" original works of art in any
medium that are signed and dated by the artist
and then swapped for other artist cards. Hosted by
Del Ray Artisans at the Del Ray Artisans Gallery,
2704 Mount Vernon Avenue, Alexandria. Space is
limited, so reserve a space by contacting Theresa
Kulstad at 703-283-0399 or tkulstad@verizon.net .
Directions at www.TheDelRayArtisans.org.

A Feast of Flowers: The New Haute Cuisine. 1-
3 p.m.  Edible flowers, fresh and cooked, add a

THURSDAY/AUG. 20
The Reverie Jazz Trio. 7-9 p.m. Free. The

Reverie Jazz Trio will perform early jazz
standards and forgotten favorites in a style
reminiscent of a bygone era while bringing back
the great melodies and emotion exemplified by
the great jazz and blues music of the 1930’s,
1940’s and early 1950’s. At the Torpedo Factory
Art Center, 105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Call
703-838-4565.

ries, Gadsby’s Tavern was the center of so-
cial and political life in Alexandria and the
new Federal City of Washington.  The tav-
ern served as the premier gathering place
for residents — including George Wash-
ington — and visitors to eat, drink, learn
and influence history.
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Royal Restaurant
The

Dine in or call ahead and your dinner will be ready for pick up.
Dinner hours 2:30-9:30pm

730 North Saint Asaph Street
Alexandria, VA 22314

(703) 548-1616
Ample Free Parking

(now smoke free)

“What’s for Dinner?!”
You don’t have to think too hard, let us solve this classic question.

In addition to our award winning menu, we have added
some popular specials that add variety for everybody taste.

Real food, for real people at reasonable prices.
Monday - Kids Night
Burger Night (Kids eat 1/2 price) Each child must be accompanied by adult having entree.

Tuesday - Greek Night
Lamb Marinated and Roasted for 3 hours,
Athenian Roast Chicken, Moussaka!

Wednesday - All American Night
Meatloaf, Chicken Fried Chicken. Va. Ham

Thursday - Italian Night
Lasagna, Chicken Alfredo, Calamari

Friday - Fish Night
Crab Cakes, Shrimp & Scallops over penne pasta with white sauce

Saturday -Steak and Chop Night
Prime Rib, Lamb, Surf and Turf, Pork Chops, and Moussaka

Sunday
Brunch served 7am - 2pm

for probably as long as you’ve
lived in Alex. My wife and I grew
up here. I’m a finish carpenter
w/28 yrs. experience.
My work is meticulous, and I

take great pride in completing
jobs on time, and on budget. Let
me give you a quote on that

project or repair you’re thinking about. My prices are reflective of the times.

Finish Carpentry & Trim Works
Licensed • Bonded • Insured.

References Upon Request.
Cell: 703.403.2994   Ofc: 703.684.5215

finishcarpentry1@verizon.net

I’m Phillip Norris - Your Alex Neighbor

Theater

More Than a Bio-Play
Mae West obsession is just the start in “Dirty Blonde.”

Where
And When

“Dirty Blonde” runs through
Oct. 4 at Signature Theatre,
4200 Campbell Avenue in
Shirlington. Performances are
Tuesday - Wednesday at 7:30
p.m., Thursday – Saturday at
8 p.m., Sunday at 7 p.m. and
matinees at 2 p.m. on Satur-
day and Sunday. Tickets are
$47-$71. Call 703-573-7328 or
log on to www.signature-
theatre.org.

By Brad Hathaway

The Gazette

S
ignature Theatre has
opened its 2009-2010 sea-
son. It is its 20th in Arling-

ton and its first as the Tony-Award
Winning Outstanding Regional
Theatre in America. The first show
is a three-person, multi-character
play that is much more than a
simple bio-play, even if it does
cover the life and career of an
iconic figure of the stage and
screen.

“DIRTY BLONDE” tells the story
of a pair of loners in the present
who are fans of Mae West, a star
of the past who appeared in such
Broadway scandals in the 1920s
as “Sex” and “The Drag” and hit
movies of the 1930s including
“She Done Him Wrong” and “I’m
No Angel” with Cary Grant and
“My Little Chickadee” with W.C.
Fields. By combining the story of
the emerging affection of this
couple for each other with the his-
tory of West, playwright Claudia
Shear manages to avoid simply
presenting a biographical play
while covering the interesting life
of Miss West.

The play was a hit on Broadway
in 2000 with Miss Shear playing
the dual role of Mae West and the
female fan. At Signature, it is
Broadway-veteran Emily Skinner
who takes on the roles. She is both
touching as the young fan and an
intriguing mixture of comic and
tragic as the star herself both in

her prime and her dotage.
Hugh Nees is fabulous as the

other young fan, a loner who is so
obsessed with Mae West’s memory
that he made a pilgrimage to the
California hotel where she lived in
her last years, earning a chance to
meet the star and, eventually, strik-
ing up something of a relationship
with her. She bequeaths to him
some of her gowns which leads to
some unorthodox pleasures.

Nees carries the story of this
rather sad young man through a
number of stages as he suffers the
loneliness of an outsider, experi-
ences the thrill of a star-obsessed
fan being acknowledged by the
object of his fixation, and trepida-
tion of the tentative efforts to
strike up a relationship with a con-
temporary.

ROUNDING OUT the cast is the
delightful J. Fred Shiffman who
plays some of the men in Mae
West’s life. He can be a thoughtful
friend one moment, a fellow
vaudeville hoofer the next and
later West’s abandoned husband.

This is “a play with music” and
it features some of the vaudeville
routines and songs of West’s back-
ground. A single piano accompa-
nies some of the scenes. In the
small, 120-seat black box theater
they call “The ARK” in Signature’s
two-theater complex in
Shirlington, the sound of that pi-
ano sometimes overcomes the
sound of the actors’ voices but the
problem doesn’t last long.

Since the play involves events in

many locales, set designer Daniel
Conway faced a real challenge in
the small space which he solves in
part through the use of projections
on the back wall, visible through
two frames fashioned as theater
prosceniums. Helen Huang
handled costume designs and
went all out when it came to Mae
West’s costumes — luscious fab-
rics, spangles galore, glittering
jewels and flashy boas, head-
dresses and hats with plumes,
feathers and more spangles.

❖❖❖
Brad Hathaway reviews theater

in Virginia, Washington and Mary-
land as well as Broadway, and ed-
its Potomac Stages, a Web site cov-
ering theater in the region
(www.PotomacStages.com). He can
be reached at
Brad@PotomacStages.com.

Emily Skinner takes on the role of Mae West in "Dirty Blonde."
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Calling All Wright to Read
Volunteers and Students

Celebrating 30 years in Alexandria this September, we
would love to hear from you if you were a Wright to
Read volunteer or student from 1979-2001 and have a
story to share.

Contact Leigh Hoyer at lhoyer@campagnacenter.org
or call 703-549-0111 x 101

Serving Alexandria Continuously since 1784
Celebrating Another Community Partnership

3652 King Street, Alexandria, Virginia 22302
Phone (703) 379-6010 • Fax (703) 379-8136

www.bcjewelers.net

B&C Jewelers

56th Anniversary Sale

August 22 - Sept 12, 2009

20 to 25% OFF

Almost anything in the store*

*Sale Excludes: Pandora Jewelry, Consignment
Jewelry and Giftware.

B&C Jewelers

From Page 11

Calendar

 tasteful and healthful dimension to our tables. Hear
about which flowers are edible and how to grow
them. An English tea is included in this program.
$25. At Green Spring Gardens, 4603 Green Spring
Road, Alexandria. Call 703-642-5173.

Summer Chamber Music Series. 3-5 p.m. Free.
The Covington String Quartet. Washington
Metropolitan Philharmonic Association. At The
Lyceum, 201 S. Washington St., Alexandria.

TUESDAY/AUG. 25
Adult Chorus Auditions. 7-9:30 p.m. With the

Alexandria Choral Society for August 2009, under
new Artistic Director, Brian Gendron. All dates by
appointment only.  For details and/or to schedule,
email: AlexandriaChoralSociety@gmail.com

WEDNESDAY/AUG. 26
Chevys Fresh Mex Fund-raiser. 11 a.m. to 10

AUG. 27-OCT. 18
Musical of Musicals (“The Musical!”) At

MetroStage. The play is a funny parody of five
Broadway composers, Rodgers and
Hammerstein, Stephen Sondheim, Kander and
Ebb, Jerry Herman and Andrew Lloyd Webber,
with the music by Eric Rockwell, lyrics by
Joanne Bogart, and book by Rockwell and
Bogart. Both Rockwell and Bogart performed in
the original New York production which began
at The York Theatre Company before moving Off
Broadway to Dodger Stages. It has been
successfully presented on many stages across the
country and in London and has a national Web
site (www.musicalofmusicals.com).
Performances are Aug. 27-Oct. 18, Thursdays
and Fridays at 8, Saturdays at 5 and 8:30,
Sundays at 3 and 7. Tickets are $45-50.  At
MetroStage, 1201 North Royal St. Alexandria.
Fully accessible, free parking, great dining. Call
800-494-8497 or go online to
wwwboxofficetickets.com. Call 703-548-9044.

p.m. For Tauxemont Cooperative Preschool. Dine at
Chevys Fresh Mex in Mount Vernon Plaza on
Richmond Highway and support the oldest
cooperative preschool in Fairfax County.

THURSDAY/AUG. 27
The Jefferson Street Strutters. 7-9 p.m. Enjoy

traditional jazz and American popular songs from the
early years of the 20th century. At the Torpedo
Factory Art Center, part of the Thursday Nite Local
Spotlight series. At 105 N. Union St., Alexandria. Call
703-838-4565 or go to www.torpedofactory.org.

FRIDAY/AUG. 28
Sin Fronteras Offers South of The Border

Performance. 7:30-8:30 p.m. Free mariachi
performance is part of the Mt. Vernon Nights summer
concert series. At Grist Mill Park, 4710 Mt. Vernon
Memorial Hwy., Alexandria. Call 703-324-7469.
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Schools

For Advanced Learners, Private Schools Try To Be Flexible
Lower student-to-teacher ratios make individualized teaching easier, they say.

See Teaching,  Page 22

By Julia O’Donoghue

The Gazette

A
lexa Williams knew her academic
experience would be different
when she transferred into Epis-
copal High School in 10th grade.

The teenager grew up in the Mount
Vernon area and attended Fairfax County
Public Schools her whole life. Attending
Episcopal, a boarding school in the City of
Alexandria, would be nothing like her ninth
grade year at West Potomac High School.

But Alexa, who had always been a
straight-A student, was unprepared for how
much more challenging Episcopal’s curricu-
lum was.

“I got straight A’s without trying to hard
and I took four honors classes at West
Potomac, which is the most you can take as
a freshman,” said Alexa, who had also gone
through the honors program at Carl
Sandberg Middle School and taken some
pull-out “gifted and talented” classes at Fort
Hunt Elementary School.

Alexa assumed that, even if she had to
try a little bit harder in school, she would
be able to earn all A’s at Episcopal as well.
She was wrong.

Even though she was giving it her all,
Alexa’s grades still dropped sophomore year

as she adapted to Episcopal’s tougher aca-
demic standards.

“I had to take a grammar test at Episco-
pal and I completely failed it. I didn’t even
know what a gerund was,” said Alexa, who
had always considered English her best sub-
ject. At West Potomac, she had earned a
numerical average of 100 percent in her
ninth grade honors English class.

“I didn’t really know how to study before
Episcopal,” she added.

Now headed into her senior year, Alexa’s
grades have gone back up and she has ad-
justed to Episcopal’s higher academic stan-
dards. She is planning to take five Advanced
Placement classes this fall, though she said
most of her general education classes will
also be challenging.

“I think the regular classes at Episcopal
are equal to the honors classes at West
Potomac,” said Alexa.

FAIRFAX and Montgomery counties have
robust and well-regarded public education
programs for students who are motivated
and academically advanced.

Both offer a range of educational options
for students who are working above-grade
level, including honors, Advanced Place-
ment and International Baccalaureate
courses.  But the academic programs in the

two suburban school systems that are con-
sidered the most elite tend to be the “gifted
and talented” centers, where qualified stu-
dents have their own teachers and only take
classes with each other.

In Fairfax, about 13 per-
cent of the elementary
and middle school stu-
dents are enrolled in one
of these special gifted
centers at the elemen-
tary and middle school
level. Out of the
county’s 12,900 ninth
grade students, just
480 — including a
handful from outside
Fairfax County —
were admitted to at-
tend Thomas
Jefferson High School for Science and Tech-
nology, Fairfax’s only magnet program for
the upper grades.

Montgomery County’s gifted and talented
centers are even more exclusive. The Mary-
land school system identified nearly 34 per-
cent of its student population as “gifted” last
year but just four percent of elementary
school students, three percent of middle
school students, and two percent of high
school students attend the most exclusive

programs.
With few slots available, both Fairfax and

Montgomery counties adhere to relatively
rigid admissions standards when it comes
to centers and schools for students identi-

fied as “gifted.”
The two public

school systems rely
heavily on standard-
ized test scores to de-
termine who is ini-
tially “center eligible.”
Students who do not
achieve a very high
score on an aptitude
test are usually not even
considered for gifted
center admission,
though they can enroll
honors and advanced
placement courses at the

middle and high school level.

LOCAL PRIVATE SCHOOLS take a very
different approach to the education of aca-
demically advanced students and could of-
fer an alternative to parents of high-per-
forming students who are able to cover the
tuition costs, which are typically well over
$20,000 per year.
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Christ the Saviour
Anglican Church

“To Love & Serve the Lord with
Gladness & Singleness of Heart”

www.christthesaviouranglican.org

703-953-2854

Location - Washington Mill ES
9100 Cherrytree Drive

Worship Service - 10am
Inter-generational Sunday School - after service
Vicar, The Rev. Huey J Sevier

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
HOPE UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST...703-960-8772

CHURCHES- AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL-ZION
ALLEYNE AME ZION CHURCH…703-548-3888

CHURCHES-ANGLICAN
CHRIST THE SAVIOR... 703-953-2854

ST. ANDREW & ST. MARGARET
OF SCOTLAND… 703-683-3343

CHURCHES- APOSTOLIC
LOVE OF CHRIST CHURCH…703-518-4404

CHURCHES- BAPTIST
ALFRED STREET BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2222

BAPTIST TEMPLE CHURCH…703-548-8000
DEL RAY BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-8116

DOWNTOWN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-549-5544
FIRST AGAPE BAPTIST COMMUNITY OF FAITH…703-519-9100

FIRST BAPTIST CHURCH OF ALEXANDRIA…703-684-3720
PROVIDENCE- ST. JOHN BAPTIST CHURCH…703-683-2565

SHILOH BAPTIST…703-683-4573
MT. PLEASANT BAPTIST CHURCH...703-256-1239

VICTORY TEMPLE…703-370-2233
PLYMOUTH HAVEN BAPTIST...703-360-4370

CHURCHES-BRETHREN
 GRACE BRETHREN CHURCH…703-548-1808

ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF GOD...703-548-5084

BUDDHISM
THE VAJRAYOGINI BUDDHIST CENTER...202-331-2122

CHURCHES- ROMAN CATHOLIC
GOOD SHEPHERD CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-780-4055

ST. JOSEPH CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-3725
ST. MARY CATHOLIC CHURCH…703-836-4100

CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN
HIS KINGDOM MINISTRIES... 703-313-5029

FIRST CHRISTIAN OF ALEXANDRIA
CHURCH... 703-549-3911

 CHURCHES-CHRISTIAN SCIENCE
FIRST CHURCH OF CHRIST SCIENTIST

ALEXANDRIA...703-549-7973
CHRISTIAN SCIENCE CHURCH

MT. VERNON...703-768-2494

CHURCH OF CHRIST
ALEXANDRIA CHURCH OF CHRIST…703-836-3083

 CHURCHES- EPISCOPAL
EMMANUEL EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-683-0798
ST. AIDAN’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-360-4220
ST. JAMES EPISCOPAL CHURCH... 703-780-3081
ST. LUKE’S EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-4342
ST. MARK EPISCOPAL CHURCH...703-765-3949

CHURCHES- CHURCH OF GOD

CHURCHES-LUTHERAN
EPIPHANY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-780-5077
EVANGELICAL  LUTHERAN CHURCH….703-765-5003

GOOD SHEPHERD LUTHERAN
CHURCH-ELCA….703-548-8608

IMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH-MISSOURI,
SYNOD…703-549-0155

MESSIAH EVENGELICAL LUTHERAN
CHURCH, ELCA...703-765-5003

 NATIVITY LUTHERAN CHURCH-ELCA….703-768-1112

ORTHODOX
SAINT APHRAIM SYRIAC…201-312-7678
ALL SAINTS OF AMERICA...703-417-9665

CHURCHES- PRESBYTERIAN
CALVARY PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH...703.768.8510

ALEXANDRIA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-683-3348
OLD PRESBYTERIAN MEETING HOUSE…703-549-6670

HERITAGE PRESBYTERIAN…703-360-9546
MT. VERNON PRESBYTERIAN…703-765-6118

WESTMINSTER PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH…703-549-4766

CHURCHES-UNITED METHODIST
ALDERSGATE UNITED METHODIST...703-765-6555

BEVERLY HILLS COMMUNITY UNITED
METHODIST...703-836-2406

DEL RAY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH...703-549-2088
FAIRLINGTON UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH....703-671-8557
ROBERTS MEMORIAL UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH...703-836-7332
ST. ANDREWS UNITED METHODIST

CHURCH…..703-751-4666
TRINITY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH…703-549-5500

WASHINGTON FARM UNITED
METHODEST...703-780-4696

WASHINGTON STREET UNITED METHODIST
CHURCH…703-836-4324

CHURCHES- UNITARIAN
MT. VERNON UNITARIAN...703-765-5950

CHURCHES- UNITY
UNITY IN ALEXANDRIA…703-931-8507

SYNAGOGUES
AGUDAS ACHIM

CONGREGATION…703-998-6460

SYNAGOGUES-ORTHODOX
CHABAD LUVAVITCH OF

ALEXANDRIA-ARLINGTON…703-370-2774

SYNAGOGUES- REFORM
BETH EL HEBREW

CONGREGATION…703-370-9400

THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST
OF LATTER-DAY SAINTS

ALEXANDRIA I WARD...703-683-7577
ALEXANDRIA II WARD...703-549-9891

COLONIAL II SINGLES WARD...703-313-6249
OLD TOWN SPANISH WARD...703-519-9545

BELLE HAVEN WARD 703-780-4789
KINGSTOWNE WARD...703-313-6140
FRANCONIA WARD...703-313-6147
MT. VERNON WARD...703-780-9577

SALVATION ARMY ALEXANDRIA
CITADEL ....703-836-2427

Visit These Houses of Worship
Join A Club, Make New Friends, or Expand Your Horizons...

Good Shepherd
Catholic Church

Mass Schedule
Saturday Evening
5:00 pm; 6:30 pm (en Español)

Sunday
7:30; 9:00; 10:30 am; 12:00 Noon
2:00 pm (en Español)
6:30 pm Mass (Starts Sept. 13)

8710 Mount Vernon Highway, Alexandria VA, 22309
Tel: 703-780-4055 Fax: 703-360-5385  www.gs-cc.org

Loving as Christ loves, serving as Christ serves

Weekdays
(Mass or Communion Service)
9:00 am (followed by Rosary)
Children’s Liturgy of the Word
Sundays (Sept.-July) during 9:00 am
Mass (English)
Sign Language Interpreter
Sunday at 9:00 am Mass

To Advertise Your Faith Community
call Karen at: (703) 917-6468

Jefferson Funeral Chapel

703-971-7400

Please call for your free brochure
at no obligation to you.

5755 Castlewellan Drive, Alexandria, VA 22315

Funeral & Cremation
Services

• Local Family OwnedOperated.
• Convenient to Neighborhoods.
• New Facility/ Full Service Funeral Home

 with Traditional Chapel and Large     
 Visitation Rooms.

• Substantial Savings without Sacrificing the 
   Quality of Caring Service.
• Courtliest and Professional Caring Staff.

Mount Vernon
Paint Company
(703) 768-1975

Drop Cloth and
Sanding Sponge

6229 Richmond Hwy

FREE

Per gallon of any
Regal Product

$4.00 OFF

Must be presented at time of purchase.

Must be presented at time of purchase.

abroad, plus managing their growing fam-
ily of four girls and the household staff.

Prior to Cdr. Winters’ retirement from the
Navy in 1961, the couple and their children
returned to Northern Virginia in 1959. They
lived in a house in the Jefferson Park neigh-
borhood of Alexandria, a four-bedroom house
they purchased earlier, in the mid-1950s.

While her husband established himself as a
local Realtor with Hicks Realty and, later, as a
Realtor-Broker at Town & Country Realty, Inc.,
Mrs. Winters busied herself at home, raising
their four children. When her husband began
his own real estate firm, 4 Seasons Realty, Inc.,
she joined him as the company’s vice presi-
dent, office manager and bookkeeper. To-
gether, the couple ran a successful business.
They bought and sold numerous properties
throughout Northern Virgina as investments.
They “retired” again in the late 1980s.

As a couple, they were nearly inseparable.
Her husband was his class secretary for nearly

three decades, handling correspondence,
writing a monthly column for Shipmate, the
alumni association magazine, and handling
funeral details for classmates and their fam-
ily members. Attending USNA Class of 1940
functions and other alumni events was a fo-
cus of their social life. A yearly highlight was
a two-week family vacation at Sussex Shores
the last two weeks in August. Later in their
marriage, the couple began taking annual
cruises. They traveled to Alaska and Asia.
They also visited Pearl Harbor for the first
time since World War II. The Winters were
parishioners at St. Rita’s Catholic Church in
Alexandria and sent their children to area
Catholic schools. Skilled at sewing, knitting
and needlepoint, Mrs. Winters made all the
children’s uniforms, when possible, to save
money. A steak dinner was served only once a
year. She clipped coupons and collected S&H
stamps.

Mrs. Winters was active for many years as a
Meals On Wheels volunteer, delivering meals
to several women each week; and regularly
ironed linens for the church. She enjoyed her

sewing skills and made many couture-quality
clothing for herself and her children.

Since 2002, she has resided near Ft. Belvoir,
a resident of The Fairfax Lifecare Retirement
Community.

Mrs. Winters is survived by her four daugh-
ters: Sandra Leigh Winters of Key Biscayne,
Fla., and her spouse Stuart D. Ames; Wendi
(nee Wendy) Winters of Annapolis, Md., and
her spouse Tod A.J. Geimer; Dana Rengers of
Alexandria, Va., and her spouse Ed Rengers;
and Debra Winters of Yuma, Ariz. She is also
survived by her seven grandchildren: John O.
McElvey III, USN Petty Officer Winters Leigh
Geimer, USNA Midshipman Phoenix Winters
Geimer, Montana Winters Geimer,
Summerleigh Winters Geimer, former U.S.
Army Sgt. Robinson Leigh Williams, a veteran
of the War in Afghanistan and Iraq, Danielle
Rengers and Michelle Rengers, and three step-
grandchildren David Ames, Jessica Ames and
Jessica Rengers; two great-grandchildren
Zachary McElvey and Riley Danielle Parham;
and three step-great-grandchildren Madeleine
and Grace Ames, and Ari Ames Blumenthal.

From Page 10

Obituary

Winters

E-mail announcements to
gazette@connectionnewspapers.com.
Deadline is Thursday at noon for the fol-
lowing week’s paper. Photos and artwork
encouraged. Call Steve Hibbard at 703-
778-9412 with questions.

Two historic Alexandria
churches — Meade Memorial Episco-
pal Church and Christ Church — will
jointly present activities over three

weekends beginning Sept. 13-27. The
activities will commemorate 140 years
of ministry at Meade Memorial. Meade
Memorial was created in 1869-1870
after 50 African American members of
Christ Church — the church of Gener-
als George Washington and Robert E.
Lee — petitioned to establish a separate,
independent church for Black Episcopa-
lians. The commemoration will include
the following activities:

❖ Sunday, Sept. 13, 10 a.m. - A
celebration of mass will be held at
Meade Memorial followed by a 4 p.m.
jazz concert at The Lyceum (201 South
Washington St., Alexandria). The jazz
concert features nationally renowned
pianist, Dick Morgan. The concert is free
but donations will be accepted.

❖ Friday, Sept. 18, from 7-11
p.m. - Young people are invited to
dance for Christ to the sounds of a local

disk jockey in the Meade Parish Hall.
The price of admission is $5.

❖ Saturday, Sept. 19, 3-7 p.m
Fort Ward Park (4301 W. Braddock
Road, Alexandria; call 703-838-4848
Email: Fort Ward Museum and Historic
Site)- Meade Memorial family, friends
and the general public will continue to
celebrate with a parish picnic. Hot dogs,
hamburgers and more will be served to
Meade members and their guests.

Faith Notes
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Sports

Riverside Gardens swim team sent seven swimmers to All Stars. Back
row:  Patrick Sullivan (free), Sean Heffernan (back & IM), Carly

Stapleton (breast), Kevin Grant (free & breast). Front row:  Adam Bloom (fly),
Jonathan Letai (back & fly), Ryan Scott (breast). Riverside had a second place
finish this season in Division 8.
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All-Stars

Bobbie Seligmann, a
volunteer working with
the Hollin Hills Civic As-
sociation of Alexandria,
received the Generations
United Outstanding Older
Adult Volunteer Award at
an awards dinner held
during the organization’s
15th International Conference in
Washington, D.C.  The award, pre-
sented by Michael Marcus, pro-
gram officer for aging at the Harry

and Jeanette Weinberg
Foundation, honors an in-
dividual age 60 or older
who has made an out-
standing contribution to
an intergenerational pro-
gram or has advocated for
older adults and youth.

A lifelong volunteer,
Bobbie Seligmann has lived,
taught, and engaged in commu-
nity service in the United States,
Japan, and Germany. Seligmann,

a retired teacher, has been the Vol-
unteer Coordinator at The Hollin
Hills Civic Association for over 15
years.

 In this capacity, she has created
ties between the Hollin Hills Civic
Association and its neighboring
school.  During the 15 years of her
involvement, hundreds of school
children and adult volunteers have
had the opportunity to establish
connections and benefit from tu-
torial relationships.

Huntley Meadows Park in
Alexandria recently recognized
several volunteers for outstanding
contributions to the Park
Authority’s wetlands park.
Huntley’s volunteers contribute
about 5,000 service hours each
year.

Three volunteers, known as the
“Herbarium Ladies,” were recog-
nized as 2009 Ken Howard Volun-
teers of the Year.  Karla Jamir of
Alexandria; Virginia Powers, of
Alexandria; and Dorothy
Raduazo, of Alexandria, were
honored for their teamwork in
identifying, preserving and main-
taining the park’s herbarium.  On
a weekly basis, they spend hours
walking the trails as well as mak-
ing database entries and working
with specimens.

The plants preserved in the her-
barium accurately document
changes in the park’s plant com-
munities over time and help pro-
vide the information needed to
make sound resource manage-
ment decisions.

People Notes

Three others were named out-
standing volunteers. Adam
Bucher of Alexandria is involved
with meadow burns, amphibian
surveys, aquatic macro-inverte-
brate surveys, water quality test-
ing and assisting with Eco-savvy
and Wetland Awareness Day
events.

Steve Lindblom, also an Al-
exandria resident, is active with
programming, helps on invasive
plant removals, park spruce-ups
and renovating the bird feeding
station. He also loves to build and
has made new nest boxes for the
park and for sales desk.

Another Alexandrian, Kat
Oches, is a new program leader.
This spring she led her own school
groups on the trails and shared her
enthusiasm for nature. This sum-
mer she will be helping with wa-
ter quality monitoring.

If interested in learning more
about volunteering at Huntley
Meadows Park, call  703-768-2525
and ask for Ann Stat, volunteer
coordinator.

Preseason basketball player de-
velopment sessions are being di-
rected by Mark Vincent. All work-
outs will be focused on skill devel-
opment. Each session will include
shooting techniques, shooting, ball
handling, one-on-one moves, mov-
ing without the ball, reading
screens, passing, defensive tech-

niques, defensive concepts, speed/
agility, and the mental approach to
the game. Each player must bring
a notebook. There is a four-player
limit for each workout. Location
and time will be determined. For
more information, e-mail
markvincentbasketballcamps@
gmail.com

Sports Brief

Basketball Training

By Michael K. Bohn

The Gazette

G
olf great Bobby Jones consid-
ered an 18-hole match an in-
sufficient test of talent for play-
ers. He thought that 36 holes

were needed to separate the good golfers
from the also-rans.

At Mount Vernon Country Club on Thurs-
day, 52 men attempted to qualify for the
2009 U.S. Senior Amateur. In this case, the
best golfers did indeed rise to the top in
only one round.

Two of the Washington area’s finest se-
nior amateurs — Marty West and Pat Tallent
— claimed co-medalist honors. Each shot
3-under 67 on the mid-length Mount Vernon
track, a par-70 course that demands good
shot-making and course management. Weir
King of Stuart, Fla., earned the third and

last spot with a 1-over 71.
A Vienna resident, Tallent has one of the

best amateur golf resumes in the country.
The Congressional member had anticipated
that an under-par score would qualify for
next month’s national championship.

“I figured that a 67 or 68 would get a
spot,” he said afterward.

Tallent, 55, had four birdies during the
round, but counted two par putts as the
highlights.

“One was on the tough third hole, where
the green is protected by a creek and a
pond,” he said. “That was a big boost.”

West, 61, lives in Rockville, Md., and plays
at Columbia. He also posted four birdies in
his round and said afterward, “I only missed
two greens. I’ll take that anytime.”

This was his sixth time to qualify for the
Senior Amateur, and he has made it to the
match play part of the championship on five
occasions.

The Beverly Country Club in Chicago will
host the U.S. Senior Amateur Champion-
ship Sept. 12-17.

West, Tallent card 67,
King shoots 71.

Three Golfers Qualify for U.S. Senior Amateur

Photo by Michael K. Bohn/The Gazette

Pat Tallent, left, and Marty West, right, join U.S. Golf Association com-
mittee member Jerry Duffy after qualifying at Mount Vernon Country
Club for the U.S. Senior Amateur.

Mount Vernon Gazette Sports Editor Jonathan Roetman

703-224-3015 or jroetman@connectionnewspapers.com
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• Replace with Original 400 SERIES Andersen Windows
• Entire Window Frame, Sill & Trim Replacement
• Tilt-Easy Cleaning
• High-Performing Glass
• Maintenance-Free Fibrex Sills
• Grille Options Available

Andersen Warranty • Professional Installation • Free Estimate

POST BUILDERS, INC • 703-780-1051

Come home to Andersen©

From Page 8

Ridge, Tenn. and other district and regional cham-
pionships across Fairfax County. As a former school
and class officer, and captain of the crew and swim
teams for several years, I highly recommend that if
you have the opportunity to participate in any lead-
ership roles in sports, SGA and clubs, take full ad-
vantage of them as it builds life skills for your fu-
ture. My advice for rising freshman is to apply your-
self all four years to your academics and extra cur-
ricular activities while still enjoying your last years
of childhood. I couldn’t have asked for a better high
school or better times then what I experienced at
West Potomac.”

— Gen Kobayashi,

Old Dominion University ‘13

“My most vivid memory of high school remains
my first day. After seeing my peers flood campus in
pinks and greens, plaids and polo’s, I stripped my
yellow tank top in exchange for a white polo in hopes
of “fitting in.” From that day forth, I was on a never-
ending quest to reinvent myself in someway, always
borrowing other girls’ clothes, dying my hair, taking
on different personas. However, as my confidence

grew with age, I discovered myself through refusal
of social expectations around me. I loathed the con-
formity of my high school and found delight in my
own individuality. If I could relive high school, I wish
I would’ve known how boring it is to “fit in,” and
while people accept you for complying with social
standards, they praise you for what unique charac-
teristics you have to offer.”

— Claire Battis,

University of Southern California ‘13

“From the moment I stepped in the front doors as
a freshman to the moment I walked across the stage
at graduation all I could think about was leaving and
moving on to bigger and better things. While my high
school experience was memorable and I wouldn’t
trade some of those memories for anything, the only
thing that kept me going was the fact that I was go-
ing to leave and start my own life. To incoming fresh-
men and rising seniors I just want to say that you
shouldn’t let your desire to escape ruin your entire
high school experience but rather use it to push you
to do better things. It will certainly help you in the
long run.”

— Sarah Curzon,

Virginia Tech ‘13

Opinion

From Recent Graduates, Some Advice

From Page 8

terrent? And, what would have
happened to me if care and sur-
gery was delayed or not provided?
Scary!

The health care bill under con-
sideration by Congress provides
for a “Health Choice Commis-
sioner” who will make decisions
about what kind of health care and
treatment we can get, if any, and
when. The bill also provides that
rationing could occur depending
on the circumstances such as age
and kind of care needed. There
probably would be less priority
given to senior citizens because of
their age.

The bill also provides for gov-
ernment bureaucrats to provide
end-of-life counseling. End-of-life
and health care decisions are per-
sonal and family matters that
shouldn’t be encroached upon by
any government bureaucrat.

Senior citizens who are sick
don’t need end-of-life counseling
but encouragement to help them
get well. After all they have con-
tributed to society a long time and
no outsider should interfere with
personal decisions particularly
end-of-life ones.

We shouldn’t have any system
that places the government be-
tween us and our doctors. Health
is too precious to have the govern-
ment bureaucrats tell us what is
best including end-of-life deci-
sions. That’s very scary because it
interferes with our personal free-

doms to choose and our precious
liberties to do what we believe is
right for our well being.

Call you U.S. representative
and U.S. senators to express your
views before the government run
health bill is considered for a vote.
Your future well being could de-
pend on it.

Frank Medico
Mt. Vernon

Fix Health
Care Now
To the Editor:

I have been following the
healthcare debate for months. In
fact, since President Truman made
his proposal in 1945. Harry
Truman had it right then and
Barak Obama has it right now. I
favored universal healthcare then
and, after my experience in the
armed services and years working
at home and abroad, I still do.

My conclusion is that the Obama
Administration proposals are sen-
sible and long overdue. In particu-
lar, the creation of a public insur-
ance corporation would be of great
benefit to us all — whether Medi-
care beneficiaries, like my wife
and myself, or those below Medi-
care age.

In view of the steadily escalat-
ing costs of healthcare insurance
and the very few large commer-
cial insurance providers, we need
to introduce greater competition
into the healthcare marketplace.

Letters to the Editor

Only a public corporation which
has as its goal the provision of af-
fordable insurance for all rather
than to earn a profit for executives
and shareholders can perform this
function. Only the competition
from a public corporation will
force private for-profit insurers to
offer a better choice of insurance
at lower prices. Competition
would be far preferable to trying
to eliminate present insurance car-
rier abuses by regulation.

Private insurers inevitably
present a conflict of interest: they
cannot both maximize income for
their executives and share holders
and provide the lowest cost and
best coverage to those buying
healthcare insurance.

It would appear that we are
likely to get a healthcare bill that
requires almost everyone to buy
healthcare insurance with subsi-
dies for small business owners and
those with low incomes. This will
be a bonanza for the private insur-
ance industry. Some 47 million
Americans who now lack insurance
will be obliged to become insured.
The insurance industry will, at the
stroke of a pen, have 47 million
more paying policy holders.

Is it any wonder that we need a
public insurance carrier to com-
pete with an already extraordinar-
ily profitable and abuse laden
healthcare insurance industry?

Thomas W. Fina
Alexandria
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

A CLEANING SERVICE
Since 1985/Ins & Bonded

Quality Service at a Fair Price
Satisfaction Guaranteed
Comm/Res. MD VA DC

acleaningserviceinc.com
703-892-8648

CLEANING CLEANING

JUST LIKE NEW CLEANING SERVICE
Specializing in:

•Surface Cleaning  •Deep Down Scrubbing
•Move-in/Move-out Cleaning  •Organizational Services

✦ Ask About Summer Specials ✦
Free Estimates, Personalized Service

Licensed/Bonded/Ins.

Call Jessie @ 703-763-6751

ELECTRICAL ELECTRICAL

Metro Gutter
Clean/Install/Repair

• Wood Replace & Wrapping  • Pressure Washing
• Chimney Sweeping & Repair

20 YEARS EXP.

703-354-4333
metrogutter.com

Group Rates Avail.!

703-802-0483

MOWING, TRIMMING,
EDGING, MULCHING

& TRIM HEDGES

PINNACLE SERVICES, INC.
LAWN SERVICE

GUTTER GUTTER

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HOME IMPROVEMENT
Repairs & Remodeling:

Plumbing, Electrical, & Painting!

703-455-3858
www.ZenouZHomeImprovement.com

No Job too Small

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

RCL HOME REPAIRS
Handyman Services

Springfld • Burke • Kingstowne
Light Electrical • Plumbing • 

Bathroom Renovation •  Ceramic Tile • 
Drywall Repair

703-922-4190
LIC.    www.rclhomerepairs.com    INS.

HANDYMAN HANDYMAN

TAYLOR HANDYMAN
Small Jobs Welcome

Gutter repair, wood fencing,
deck restoration

pressure washing, landscaping,
bathroom caulking, vinyl floors, minor

plumbing, general repairs & more

703-780-4181
Cell: 571-245-7492

A&S Landscaping

703-863-7465
LICENSED

• Basement Finishing
• Retaining Walls • Patios
• Decks • Porches (incl.
   screened) • Erosion &
   Grading Solutions
• French Drains • Sump Pumps
• Driveway Asphalt Sealing

• Additions •Kitchens
• Basements •Comm Offices
•Decks •Painting •Drywall
•Windows & Wood Repairs
703-644-5206 • 703-750-0749

STRONG PACE CONSTRUCTION
15 Yrs                              Class A VA Lic.

Rotten Wood, Wind Damage, Trims,
Windows, Doors, Deck, Stairs, Vanity,

Basement Framing, Garbage Disposal,
Painting, Power Wash, Siding Repairs.

Licensed, Bonded, Insured

703-266-1233

M. C. Lynch
Home Improvement

Family Owned & Opererated

IMPROVEMENTS IMPROVEMENTS

•Patios •Walkways
•Retaining Walls

•Drainage Problems
•Landscape Makeovers
Call: 703-912-6886

Free Estimates

J.E.S Services
LANDSCAPE & CONSTRUCTION

LAWN SERVICE LAWN SERVICE

CLEANING

LIC INS

Residential & Commercial
10% Senior Citizen Discount

703-862-5904 or
703-780-6749
caremorecleaning.com

CARE_MORE
CLEANING
SOLUTIONS

DECKS

High Pressure
Cleaning & Sealing

●Decks
●Fencing ●Siding
For Free Estimate 

call Bill
703-944-1440

GUTTER

PINNACLE SERVICES,

703-802-0483
GROUP RATES

AVAILABLE
FREE EST

•GUTTER CLEANING
•SMALL REPAIRS
•SCREENING
•POWER
WASHING

Construction Debris,
Residential, Office

 & Tree Removal

ANGEL’S TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday 4 p.m.

703-917-6464

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
EmploymentEmployment

Crossing Guard 
Alexandria Country Day School

Part-time temporary position, September 
through March. Monday thru Friday,
7:45am - 8:30am and 2:45pm - 3:30pm.
Pay: $14.00 - $20.00 an hour.

Duty:  Control  traffic  to  ensure  safety   of 
students and families to and from school.
Qualifications:
High school graduate. Pass a background 
check.  Ability  and willingness  to  work  in 
inclement weather. Ability to work with 
children. Courteous to children and families. 
Ability to communicate and follow written 
and oral instructions.

Email, fax or mail resumes to:
ssonner@acdsnet.org
Fax: 703-549-9022

ACDS
Attn: Summer Sonner

2400 Russell Road
Alexandria, VA 22301

No phone calls, please.

DENTAL RECEPTIONIST
Professional and friendly Front Desk 
needed for established endodontic prac-
tice in McLean, VA.  4 days, no week-
ends.  Pay negotiable.  E-mail resume  to 

Mcleanendo@gmail.com or 
Fax 703-847-2861.

FT SALES ASSOCIATE
Our growing business needs a depend-
able, energetic person to participate in 
our growth.  Retail exp. req’d.  Health 
benefits, 401(K).  Call: 540-751-9346

H.S. OR COLLEGE STUDENT
P/T, Weekends.  Ladies Boutique in   

Old Town Alexandria.  Varied 
duties.  Call Mrs. Lasker

703-765-7583

Enable seniors to live independently in their own
homes with our non-medical companionship and home
care services. Rewarding P/T days, evenings, weekends,

live-ins, medical benefits offered.
Home Instead Senior Care.
Call Today: 703-750-6665

COMPANIONS &
CNA’s NEEDED

MMAAIINNTTEENNAANNCCEE

Salary up to $10/hour.  Some experience 
req’d.  Apply in person at The Virginia 
Lodge, 6027 Richmond Highway, Alex.

Need an Extra $500 - $1000   
per  mo. to  pay  Bills ?? 

Call Sue @ 703-451-5864
Email:  avonsatosell@yahoo.com

www.youravon.com/sanderson5864

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

NATIONAL CHILDRENS CENTER
No sell! Salary + Bonus + Benefits!

Weekdays 9-4

TELEPHONE

☎☎
301-333-1900

A great opportunity to
WORK AT HOME!

☎☎

WESTWOOD COLLEGE
Earn a bachelor degree in just three years at 

Westwood College
Call 877-852-9712 today to receive your 

free Career Success Kit!
www.westwood.edu/locations

CAREER  EDUCATION

Internships
Available

Unusual opportunity to
learn many aspects of the
newspaper business.
Internships available in
reporting, photography,
research, graphics.
Opportunities for students,
and for adults considering
change of career. Unpaid.
Email internship@connec
tionnewspapers.com

PART-TIME OR FREELANCE
REPORTER NEEDED
General assignment reporter to cover
Arlington and/or Mount Vernon, writ-
ing news, business, feature stories and
more. We will consider a part-time
reporter who would write a set number
of stories per week, or freelance, paid
by the story. Ability to provide digital
photos to accompany stories also
required. Low pay, but fascinating beat
and rare opportunity to work in jour-
nalism. Aspiring reporters without
published clips can apply for a 4-6
week internship (unpaid). Please email
cover letter, resume, three clips and a
few story ideas to Mary Kimm, at
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com.

SEEKING REPORTER
Join our group of 17 award-winning
weeklies in the suburbs of Washington, DC;
we’re looking for an experienced, energetic,
prolific reporter to cover several
communities, including Potomac, Md.,
eastern Loudoun County, plus some general
assignment reporting. (Yes, this is a difficult
job.) Cover events, write features, news,
crime, politics and in-depth stories,
participate in project reporting and writing.
Job requires passion for people, ability to
multi-task, lots of energy, strong reporting
and writing skills. Send cover letter, resume
and three clips to Mary Kimm, Publisher
and Editor, Connection Newspapers,
resumes@connectionnewspapers.com
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Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

3 RE for Rent

Near JMU 4 BR, 2 BA TH 
$800/mo agent related 

540-476-0411

10 Storage

Garage/storage space for 
rent in heart of old town...12 
wide by 22 deep...$275.00 
per month...703-549-1010.

26 Antiques

We consign/pay top $ for 
antique/semi antique furn. 

including mid century & 
danish modern Teak 

furniture, sterling, mens 
watches, painting/art glass, 

clocks, jewelry, costume 
jewelry, etc. Call Schefer 

Antiques @ 703-241-0790.

28 Yard Sales

Estate/moving sale, 8/21-23, 
9-4, 4501 Hadrian Ct, Alex, 
antiques, furn, art, lamps, misc

Multi-Family Yard Sale
Aug 22,  8am-3pm. Curts Ave 
& Sexton Street, near MVHS 
Alexandria ,22309. Baby 
items, clothes, crib, washer, 
furniture, household items, 
etc. 

101 Computers

HDI
EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS

FOR INDIVIDUALS
& SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH
COMPUTER CONSULTANT

JSMITHHDI@aol.com

➣ TRAINING

➣ INSTALLATION

➣ TROUBLE-
SHOOTING

➣ LET US TAME THAT
BEAST FOR YOU

(703) 765-2222
Serving Area Since 1995

Specializing in Custom
Stone and Brick Walkways, Patios,

& Small and Large Repairs
Licensed, Insured

• Free estimates • All work guaranteed •
www.motternmasonry.com
Phone 703-496-7491

MOTTERN MASONRY DESIGN

MASONRY MASONRY

S &A PAINTING
& HOME IMPROVEMENT

Interior/Exterior • Custom Paint
Power Washing • Deck Sealing

Free Estimates Lowest Prices
VA Licensed – Insured

703-495-0594,  929-9495
SA.Painting@gmail.com

Mention this ad receive 10% off

PAINTING PAINTING

EMERGENCY REPAIRS
JOE RAFFERTY
ROOFING

• Asphalt • Slate • Gravel • Metal •
• Chimney Repairs • Waterproofing •

• Senior Citizen Discounts •
“Stopping Leaks is Our Specialty”

CALL FOR FREE ESTIMATES
1-800-333-6084, 703-597-9486
LICENSED       BONDED      INSURED

Residential & Commercial Roofing Expert

Full Service Roofing Company
Repair • Refurbish • Replace

All Major Roof Types
703-455-Roof (7663)

Call today for your Free Estimate Lic. & Ins.

ROOFING ROOFING

AL’S HAULING
Junk & Rubbish

Concrete, furn.,office,
yard, construction debris

Low Rates    NOVA
703-360-4364

703-304-4798 cell

7 DAYS A WEEK

RICK’S
HAULING POWERWASHING PAINTING
Yard Debris Decks Interior-Exterior
Furniture Sidewalks Deck Staining

Appliances Houses Gutter Cleaning
Concrete etc Mobile Homes etc Gutter Guards

FREE ESTIMATES
703-360-5252

RicksHauling1@ aol.com

IMPROVEMENTS

We Accept VISA/MC

703-441-8811

HOME INSPECTION LIST
REPAIRS, CERAMIC TILE,
PAINTING, DRYWALL,
CARPENTRY, CUSTOM
WOOD REPAIR, LT. PLUMBING &
ELECTRICAL, POWER WASHING

Since 1964

The
HANDYMAN
A DIVISION OF NURSE CONSTRUCTION

LANDSCAPING

•Trimming •Edging
•Mulching •Yard Cleaning

•Hauling •Tree Work

ANGEL’S
LAWN MOWING

703-863-1086
New# 571-312-7227

DrainageMan
• Specialize land drainage issues
• 18 Yrs. water management
• Design, construction, plants, care
• Free estimates

703.329.1908
LandiScapes Inc. - Lic./Bonded/Ins.

The

703-863-7465

A&S
LANDSCAPING

Spring Clean-up•Planting
Mulching • Sodding • Patios

Decks • Retaining Walls
Drainage Solutions

MASONRY

JDF Masonry CO, LLC

703-283-9479

◆Bricks ◆Blocks,
◆Flagstone ◆Concrete

◆Retaining Walls
Free Est.      Lic & Ins. 

Affordable Prices

PAINTING

PATRIOT
PAINTING
www.PatriotPainting.net

Wallpaper Removal,
Carpentry,

Power Washing.
Int/Ext Painting

Free Est. • Satisfaction Guar.!
Lic./Ins. Int./Ext.

703-502-7840
Cell

571-283-4883

ROOFING

Roofing & Siding
(All Types)

Soffit & Fascia Wrapping
New Gutters

Chimney Crowns
Leaks Repaired
No job too small

703-975-2375

TREE SERVICE

•Mulch
•Clean-up Grounds

•Lot Land Clearing

ANGEL’S
TREE & HEAVY

TRASH HAULING

703-863-1086
New#- 571-312-7227

HAULING

E-mail: classified@connectionnewspapers.com

CLASSIF
IED

NEWSPAPERS

For All
Your

Advertising
Needs…

It Works.
Week

After Week.

703
917-6400

Place
Your
Ad

Today!

to your community

For Local…

•Employment
•Employees
•Services
•Entertainment
•Announcements
•Real Estate
•Cars
•Trucks
•Vans
•RV’s
•Boats
•Pets
•Yard Sales
•Crafts
•Hobbies
•And More!

Now! Complete
Print Editions
Online!

The full print editions of all 18

Connection Newspapers are now

available on our Web Site in PDF format,

page by page, identical to our weekly

newsprint editions, including print

advertising. Go to

www.ConnectionNewspapers.com

and click on “Print Editions.”

MPRINT EDITIONS
PRINT EDITIONS

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon

Home & GardenHome & Garden
CONTRACTORS.comconnectionnewspapers.com

21 Announcements 21 Announcements 21 Announcements
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Individualized Teaching
Schools

From Page 16

“We have very
small groupings
so we can meet
every child’s
educational
needs.”

 — Mimi Mulligan,
Norwood School

“We don’t label kids. We are opposed to
the whole idea of children thinking of them-
selves as gifted and talented,” said Robert
Kosasky, head of school at St. Andrew’s Epis-
copal School in Potomac.

Kosasky said St. Andrew’s likes to empha-
size persistence as over natural ability. They
want students to know that if a person
works hard enough, they can perform at a
very high academic level, regardless of their
innate aptitude.

Several other administrators made simi-
lar remarks about their school’s philosophy
and said that is why the standards for their
advanced academic standards tend to be
more flexible than the public school system.

For example, several private schools are
more likely to let a child take an honors or
accelerated course if the student is enthu-
siastic about the subject but even if he or
she hasn’t been identified as advanced in
that area.

MANY INDEPENDENT
SCHOOLS said they did not
have a “cut off” score stu-
dents must achieve on a stan-
dardized test to be accepted
either to the school in gen-
eral or into an honors class,
like the public school systems
do.

At The Potomac School in
McLean, math is the only
subject for which students
are separated out into differ-
ent classrooms by ability, and
that separation does not happen until stu-
dents reach the seventh grade.

But at Potomac, until ninth grade, there
are no honors or advanced sections for
courses like science, social studies or lan-
guage arts, though students in one class
section may be “grouped together” based
on ability level, said Bill Cook, Potomac’s
assistant head of school for academics.

Cook would not answer whether Potomac
considers all of it students gifted and tal-
ented.

“That is the kind of question I would
rather not answer but we are blessed with
an able constituency of families. That
doesn’t mean they are all brilliant though,”
said Cook.

MANY INDEPENDENT SCHOOLS also
offer more opportunity for students who
might be considered gifted in certain sub-
jects areas but are not academically ad-
vanced across the board.

In both counties, elementary school gifted
and talented centers take an “all or noth-
ing” approach to education. Students are
unable to enroll in gifted and talented cen-
ter classes for just one class, like math, while
working at or below grade level in another
course, like language arts.

Those who are “center eligible” are as-
sumed to be intellectually advanced in all
core subject areas. In Fairfax, this is even
true at the middle and high school level.
For example, all English classes at Thomas

Jefferson are considered to be “honors”
courses, even though the school focuses on
science and technology.

Most private school administrators inter-
viewed said it rare for any one student to
be one of the highest achievers across all
subject areas.

“We do not have a gifted and talented
track. … We find that students’ performance
in math and reading is not aligned at all. A
child that is advanced in reading may not
be advanced in math. In fact, they may need
extra support in math,” said Mimi Mulligan,
admissions director and former teacher at
Norwood School in Bethesda.

Even at Nysmith School for the Gifted,
which uses I.Q. tests to help determine who
is admitted, faculty do not find that students
are working on a superior level in all aca-
demic courses.

“That is the exception. There are very,
very few students who excel in all subject

areas,” said Ken Nysmith,
who has been working at the
Herndon school for about 25
years.

“Some of the children here
are working on grade level
in certain subjects,” he said.

NYSMITH’S MOTHER,
who taught in Fairfax
County’s gifted and talented
program, originally started
the school in the 1980s for
kindergarten through second
grade students, who were
expected to feed into the lo-

cal gifted and talented center at Sunrise
Valley Elementary School at third grade.

The school ended up expanding up to
eighth grade at the suggestion of parents
and families, Ken Nysmith said. Approxi-
mately 30 to 40 percent of the students who
graduate from Nysmith end up attending
Thomas Jefferson in high school, he said.

Like proponents of the gifted and talented
centers in public schools, Nysmith said it is
important for advanced students to be in a
learning environment with their intellectual
peers for social reasons.

In a program or school filled with gifted
children, children who are exceptionally
smart are not as likely to be picked on or
isolated. They tend to feel more confident.

“The biggest benefit is that the children
don’t feel different,” he said.

But even in a school focused on gifted
children, Nysmith does not organize its class
sections for most courses by ability level.
Math is the only subject for which they sepa-
rate out the more advanced students.

Instead, Nysmith faculty will teach chil-
dren operating on several different grade
levels in one classroom. For example, chil-
dren in one science class could be working
on three or four different lessons at the same
time, said Nysmith.

One of the reasons private schools like
Nysmith do not have to group students in
classes by ability level is because of smaller
class sizes with lower teacher-to-student
ratios.
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Just a simple 1/2 hour drive from the Cap. beltway is the western shore of the Chesapeake
Bay -- where life is gentle, the views spectacular. Full time or weekends; it’s vacation
every day without the hassle of airports, bridges or heavy traffic. Boat, swim, fish or just
sit by the water and relax. Waterfront and water view homes from the $300,000’s.
Call Julia Beal @ 443-254-0531 or visit my web site www.juliabeal.net for more information

H.T. Brown Real Estate, Inc.

INVEST IN YOUR OWN HAPPINESS

Live on the Chesapeake Bay

4 RE for Sale 4 RE for Sale

Electronic Prelude 315
Italian Provincial Style
Good condition, rich sound,
good beginners instrument.
You pick-up. $350 obo

Conn Organ for Sale

703-534-9586  Cel l :  703-283-6282

100 Music 100 Music

➣ TRAINING  ➣ INSTALLATION  ➣ TROUBLE-SHOOTING
➣ LET US TAME THAT BEAST FOR YOU

Serving the Area Since 1995

(703) 765-2222
JSMITHHDI@aol.com

HDI EASY COMPUTER SOLUTIONS FOR
INDIVIDUALS & SMALL BUSINESSES

JENNIFER O. SMITH • COMPUTER CONSULTANT

101 Computers 101 Computers

An expert 
is someone 
who knows
some of the

worst mistakes
that can be
made in his

subject and how
to avoid them.

-Werner
Heisenberg

Zone 3 Ad Deadline:

Tuesday Noon

703-917-6400

Zone 3: • Alexandria

• Mount Vernon
ClassifiedClassified

sweet ‘n
heavenly

B A K E R Y
Heavenly Treats  ❧ Sweet Prices
Amy Majors • 703-389-3925

www.sweetnheavenly.com
amy@sweetnheavenly.com
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♦ Real Estate
♦ Mortgage

♦ Closing Services
♦ Insurance

703-360-7400
www.weichert.com

8301 Richmond Highway, Alexandria, VA 22309

CALL JOYCE CLEVENGER  703-851-6929 or 703-780-4012
View listing on www.homesdatabase.com/joyceclevenger

RESORT LIVING!
Pool, tennis, picnic grove, landscaped grounds

CALL LINDA SWEENEY 703-203-1005

9119 CONTINENTAL DRIVE, $589,000 OPEN SUNDAY 1-4
Just move in, 4/5 bedroom, 3 bath Colonial Style Split Foyer with stunning
20x20 1st floor family room, two-car garage, lower level den with brick
hearth fireplace. Dir.:  From Mt Vernon Mansion take 235 W , L on
Cherrytree Dr, R Continental Dr to 9115 & 9119 on left.

BOB LEPELLETIER or MONIQUE LEPELLETIER 703-310-7880

Alexandria So, 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
new kitchen, nice yard,  $1750

Huntington Metro area,  5 Bedrooms,
3 Baths, many updates,  $2,200

Woodbridge,  3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths -
Everything brand new - $1500

FOR RENT

HAYFIELD CHARMER! $482,500

Stunning 4 bdrm/2 bath meticulously maintained home w/spacious
rms & many updates! Everything has been done for you. Close to 2
Metro stops, 5 mins. to Ft. Belvoir, I-395 & I-495.
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CALL LESA JONES 703-851-5243

ALEXANDRIA SO $609,900

FORMER MODEL LOADED WITH UPGRADES
Former model upgrades galore 3 finished lvls with 3/4 BR,3.5 Ba.3 Fireplaces, 2 car
garage,gourmet kit w/granite counters,cherry cabinets,mstr br suite w/2 walk in clos-
ets,cathedral ceiling,wet bar,mstr bat w/soaking tub,sep shower,exercise rm
w/sauna & steam shower. DIR: I95 So to exit 166A Newington/FFX Co Pkwy S to
US Rt 1(Rich Hwy) R 1⁄2 mile to R Inlet Cove,Immed R Reginal Inlet Cove to 7023

Open 1-3 $146,900
Sleek light light modern studio with
fab views - 6621 Wakefield Drive

Open 3-5 $179,900
New Listing! Bright one bedroom +
den - 6641 Wakefield Drive

O
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N
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1-
4 

PM

Come Taste the Difference
Bradlee Shopping Center

3690J King Street
Alexandria, VA 22302

703.820.8600
www.unwinedva.com
Open 7 Days a Week

Monday-Saturday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.
Sunday 12-5 p.m.

             Belleview
Belleview Shopping Center

1600A Belleview Blvd
Alexandria, VA 22307

703-341-6621

Our 2nd Alexandria Location
Opening September 2009!
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